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- Strike
off today
after mass
shutdown

SOME 250,000 workers went on
sirike yesterday, as the nation suf-
fered yet another day of work
stoppages that shut down vital ser-
vices, affecting everything from
banks to Internet connections. .

The strike affected almost the
entire public sector, although
unlike Sunday's shutdowns, yes-
terday saw the strike broken at
several work places. -

Finance Minister Dan Mendor
and Histadrut ‘chairman Amir
Peretz met for three hoars last
night to discoss the ongoing strike.
After 2 meeting with the strike
committee, Peretz announced that
Histadrut officials had decided w0

cancel 1oday’s strike-for 24 hows. - ¢

Meridor .earfier said ke would
prefer to negotiate with- the
Histadrm rather than be forced 1o
issue more restraining- orders. He
accused the Histadrut of running
roughshod over the legal sysiem
and undermining the Knesset's
standing as a legislative body.

“Ir is time for the Histadnn and
its leadership to show some
responsibility and stop this step,
which has no real justfication or
real reason,” he said. He denied

. the strike broke out because of a

Yack of comnmmication betwean
the government and the Histadrut,

According to the Histadrut, the
smike s largely directed "apainst
two elements of the economic
arrangements bill accompanying
the budget - a propogal to tax the
ports, airports, and railways, and a
proposal o elimimate the extra
half tax-credit married women
currently enjoy. The Iatter, which
was 2 lasi-minute addition o the
biil on the governmem's part, is to

- . come up for 2 volg in the plenum

lhls afternoon. (See story, Page 3}

" The former, however, is essen- -

tially a lost cause, since it was
approved in second reading Iast

"week, Once a section of a bill has

been appioved in second reading,
the only way for it to be killed
would be for the coalition 0 vore

-arguments. -
According 1o an mdc to Tichon,
Pererz said thar Presiden: Ezer

- "Weizman had called kim from

India to ask him to :nd the stxike.
Meridor rejterated o Tichon that -

“he sees no justification in giving
- women an extra tax credit just

Because they are women.. as

" “¥pposed to the tax credits they get,
- for instance, for hdving children.

THe 1old T’chon he 1s willing 10

dtdnwnandmlkm!h?eretzm_
 #y pofnt, but on condition that -
;- dhe smikers obey -injonctions .
- tape, I‘msumhe’dhkctowmh-

mﬂbythehborcouxts'me

*govemmenl CANNOL COUNICDANCE . jr
- . .Contemp
-From 6 am. yesterday, the

t of the courts, ke seid..
Malion's health system, including

+Bospitals, and conminiry services
were shut down, Hospm]s WETE

' %n a Shabbas footing, and. bun-

- official
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Ross meets PM,
Arafat to ¢lose deal

' DA\ﬂD MAKOVSKY and JON IMMANUEL

'I'I-EEaltachedAmenmdocummt
} .the Hebron accord

is not expected to mclude future
dndlmesrelatedto?alesmnanand
with the Oslo

Acconis,wnh the exception of the
“first IDF pullback beyond Hebron
- and the- resamption of final swus

" talks, US officials said yesterday.

Special Middle East peace coor-
dinator Demmnis Ross, who rerarmed
here yesterday in a bid 1o 'seal the
deal, met last night with Prime
. Minister Binyamin Netanyahm and
then was expected o begin talks
with  Palestinian  Authority
Chairman Yasser Arafat

Ross is expected 10 meet again -

th Netanyahn today 10 follow-up

wi
the Arafst meeting. The results of -
those. meectings will determine if -

there is an adequate basis for a
meeting today between Netanyahu
and Arafat to initial the deal. One
put the odds at “50-50.”

Israel has been seeking an

- American docurnent, called “Note

for the Record,” which will deal
with questions of extradition of
suspected Palestinian terrorists,
disarming Hamas, and reducing
the size of Palestinian secority
forces.' However, no deadlines are

- Sepior -Israeli officials have
already admitted that there is no
linkage in the US document
.between . Israeli and Pa]esunmn
complisnce.

Tt is-also possible that these may
be a dawe for the release of four
Palestinign prisoners who were
arcomplices 10 murder.

In the documént, Iérael agrees to

Palesnmans are secking assur-
ances thar Netanyahu will imple-
ment ail three further pullbacks in
the West Bank, and not seck to
skip the Jast 1wo by jumping
directly 1o final stams taiks, Arab
and Isracli ofﬁcmls indicated last

: mght.

While the Palestinians are seek-
mg dates ¢n all three additional
‘Pollbacks, some believe that they

*. would be-content with general lan-

guage. Israg] has committed itself

.- 1o provide an exact date for the
“first pullback, but not the two oth-

ers. According to the Oslo 2 agree-

.ment,. all three pullbacks are

schedoled to ocenr by next
Sepiember.

Netanyahu has said he prefers to
move pp the final status talks,
believing that the three pullbacks
deprive him of territorial leverage,
before dealing with such thomy
issues as Jerpsalem.

~We have exhausted the negotia-
tions,” ope Netamyahu aide said
last night. “If there are differences,
they should be discussed between

‘the leaders themselves; there is
nothing more we can do.”

Officials in the Prizne Minister's
Office say that Netagyahu also told
Ross that Israel will not agree to
Jjoint Israeli-Palestinians patrols
around the Machpela Cave. Some

,have described ths as a “yed-line.”
©ne aliernative being considered is
that the Moslem Wakf at the Cave

wonld begin a liaison relationship
with the local Israeli-Palestinian

Jamil Tarifi, ihe head of the
Palestinian civilian delegation,
told Israel Radio last night that

Te: are gspects of construction In .
Jéwish areas of Hebron that have

not been resolved. However, Ismael

considers the civilian section of the
accord closed.

Make international
connections

From Israel. just dial:

B JTT100-2727

===m

Us speual envoy Dennis Ross {center), aceompamed by Us ambassador Martin Indyk (right),

arrives at the Knaset for 2 meeting with Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu yesterday.

Arafat's deputy Mabhmoud guidelines 1o his wam 10 go for-
Abbas said he “hoped” an agree- wand, and I think we can diminish
ment would be reached by today. the gaps considerably. If that hap-

Yesterday's talks were given 2 pens the prime minister, and
boost by the appafent success of ClmrmanAmfatw:llarrangca
Defense  Mmister  Yitzhak meeting through Dennis Ross.”
Mondechaj’s meeting with Arafat chterdays*la]ks ook place on
on" Sunday night' Mordechai im- ““séveral levels - security, drafting,
self said the talks “with Abu Arpar  and civil. Some negotiaiors contin-
[Arafat’s nom-de-gperre] were ued to retum 10 Gaza and report
excellent. The ch2irman gave back to.Arafar

Palestinian Killed in Gush Katif

A PALESTINIAN who eatered the
Kfar Darom settlement in Gush
Katif and tried to aftack a resident
ﬂ:uewasshotandhlhdlastmght.
a settlement
The meursmtookplaceatabmn
10:15 pm. .
D)Foﬁnalsbd:eve,aﬂ:rmmz—
tial investigation, that the Palestinian

was unarmed and without identifica-

tipn papers. They said he was shot,
while mto the settlement,

lDFmgulauonsforshoomgsome-
one suspected of infiltration.

Kfar Darom residents were
instructed by the IDF 1o stay inside
their homes. Herb Keinon

- Tax-credit proposal defeated .

proposal

THE government’s
to eliminate the haif tax-credit

was defeaied late last night,

but the rest of the Economic - tripiets — by cesarsan section at
- Beersheba’s Soroka Hospital. She
enjoyed by married women nying the budget passed its is the oldest woman in the covntry
seeond reading. Story, Page 3 to give birth 1o triplets.

Law accomps

Israelis love Arafat...
when he’s a puppet

Jerusalem Post Staff

YASSER Arafat rpay not win any
popularity contests among the
Israeli public, but the doil that imi-
tates him on Channel 2%
was the
hands-down winner in a Gallup

_poll for Army Radio this week.

Of the 511 people - surveyed,
15.9 percent said the Arafat doll,
whose fast-talking, smuering
charm always steals the show, is
their favorite. In second place was
the doll modelled after Prime

' Minister - Binyamin Netanyahu,

with- 10%. Opposition leader
Shimon Peges ‘tock third place,
with 5.7%, while Finance Minister
Dan Meridor got 5.9%.

Army Radio -host Razi Barkai
revealed the list of most-popular
dolls on “The Headlines™ yester-
day. and then phoned Armfat's
Israeli Arab advisor, Dr. Ahmed-
Tibi, to find ocut what his boss

" thiniks of the show.

Alas,Tib:smd.Amfathasnever
seen Hi ‘because ‘his TV
dossn’t receive Channel 2 broad:

~If someone wants to send him a

it.” Tibi smd -
“He's 2 warm, family-like ch:tr
‘acler; .'I'b: said, which is the exact
e of the Israeli public’s
‘of him in real lifé.

. “Abn Mazen [Mahmoud Abbas)

asked me why his doll was wear-

- ing a red keffiyeh.” Tibi told

Barkai. nonng that red kcﬂ'yehs

Tibi admitred thar Palestinian
satire is virtually nonexistent.

“We haven't found an actor
whose irnpersonafions are as good”
as those of Tuvia Tsafir,” he said,
referring to the voice behind all

‘tbe male dolls on the program.

.Tsafir also put in an appearance
on the show, admiting that the
voice of Labor MK Ehud Barak is
one of the more difficult for him to

m]gé'pine all of Tsafir's effort, the
Barak doll only rated eighth, with
1%, behind those of Ya'akov
Ayalon, 3.1%, Tsome: leader
Raphael Eitan, 23%, and Gesher
leader David Levy, 1.8%. Barsk's
doll did manage to tie with Shas
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef and to sound-
Iy top Commimication Minister
Limor Livnat and Science
Minister Zz'ev Binyamin Begin,
whose dolls amracted 0.4% and
0.2% respeciively.

The Gallup survey also asked
people to rank sheir least favorite
characters on - the .
Interéstingly, the top four were the
same as-on the most-loved Iist -
Netanysbn led with -7.6%, fol-
lowed by Arefat, 6.5%, Meridor,
3.9%, and Peres, 2.5%. However,

Livnat tied with Peres for fourth

place. Ayalon, Levy, Barak, Einan,

“Yosel and Begin also thade the
“Jeast favorite list. - They

were

joined by Sarah Newnyahn, Shas

Jéader Aryeh Déri and Avigdor
.heberman, director of the Prime

show. |

{Renter)

“Redeployment from Hebron
will take place a week after the
annownceroent of an agreement,”
negoliator Mohammed Dahlan,
head of Palestinian preventive
security in Gaza, told Reuiers.

Sacb Erekat sald the wo sides
would discuss increasing the' inter-
national observer force in Hebron to
include Turkey, Jialy, Sweden, and
Swirzerland, as well as Norway.

. NIS 4.50 (Eilat NIS 3, 80)

S No deadllns in Hebron pact

US to
help Israel
capitalize on
agreement

DAVID MAKOVSKY

THE US has pledged to help Israel
seize the momentum of a Hebron
pullback agreement 1o improve its
low regjonal standing, US offi-
cials said

“We have told Israel that we will
help it gain a bounce from a
Hebron deal 10 help its regional
position,” said one US official,
who would oniy say that he
expects even the Egyptians to play
a constructive role to this end.

Foreign Ministry officials say
they are holding preliminary con-
sultations with Arab countries to
improve Israel’s roubled regional
position. which has deteriorated
over the last several months.

Egyprt has been ope of the
Netanyahu government’s fiercest
regional critics and has counseled
the Palestinians not to ccept
Isracli positions in negotiations.
Egyptian sources also complain
that Israel has not consulted it
enough doring the talks. Yet last
week, Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak informed Defense
Minisier Yitzhak Mordechai that
he would imvile Prime Minisier
Binyamin Netanyahu to Cairo
afier a Hebron deal.

Egyptian officials said last night
that an exact date has yet to be
fixed.

Netanyahn was last in Egypt in
July, but subsequently Mubarak
said he would not invite him back
because be felt he violated a
promise to pull out of Hebron
within weeks. For the same rea-
son, Mubarak did not attend the
White Hoiisé summit convened by
Presidemt Bill Clinton after the
‘Western Wall Tunnel incident

Also due to the wnnel affair.

(Continued on Page 2)

- Woman,
52, gives
birth to
triplets

Moshav Shalva in the South yester-
day gave binh 10 her first children

The embryos had been pmduwd
by in-vitro fertilizaion at the pri:
vate Hcréhya Mr:g:ca] Center, fol-
lowing five similar attempts in §
other hospitals during her 10-year | ¢
marriage. i

The woman, Tova Gamliel, and
her husband Zion were thrilled
over the birth of the healthy
triplets,- two boys and a girl. She
had been hespitalized for a pro-
longed period at Soroka's high- §
risk pregnancy unit. '

The hospitals did not disclose [
whether the ova had been donated |
‘by another woman, bat this is nsu- .
ally the case when older -women ¥l
undergo IVE Judy Siegel N
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PM promises Hebron
-pact will be presented
to Knesset for approval

PRIME Minister g Binylsi,rpm
Netanyabu promised coaliion
MKs iﬁterday that the Hebron
agreement would be submitted 1o
the Knesset to vote on after it had
been endorsed by the government

Netanyahu was hesitami to say
when the agrecment would be
ready but said the negotiations are
reaching a conclusion. He said the
REW t has at least 10
improvereents on that reached by
the previous government. He did
not list all 10 points but noted that
Jews in Hebron would not be in
the range of fire of Palestnian
forces; that an Israeli presence
would be maintained on the hills
overiooking the area of Hebron
vnder Jewish control; and that the
Jewish quarter “would not _bc
strangled.” He also said Jewish
residents would not be dependent
on the Arab Hebron Municipality
for building permits.

LIAT COLLINS .

The prime minister promised
that Israel did not intend to leave
or evacuate the Jewish seftlement
and would even strengthen it. He
stressed that the agreement called
for a redeployment in Hebron and
not withdrawal from it

Science Minister Binyamin
Ze'ev Begin, however, criticized

the agreement saying that despite

the improvements. 80 percent of
the city was being handed over o
Palestinian security control and
that if Israel trusted the
Palestinians so much they wouid
not have to place 50 many resiric-
tions on w there. Begin said
that the limiis on the quantities of
arms had already been breached.
The relationship between the
prime minister and Begin seemed
tense. When Begin thanked the
premier for raising the Hebron

Court: State must show why
IDF exemptees are blocked

from national service
EVELYN GORDON

THE High Court of Justice yester-
day gave the state 45 days to
explaim why Arabs and Jewish
exempt from army service
should not be able to volunteer for
national service and get ihe atien-
dant financial benefits.

Justice Yitzhak Zamir issued the
show-cause order in response to a
petition by the Association for
Civil Rights in Isracl and three
individuals — Vivian Khoury, a
Christian Arab; Marwat Marisat, a
Beduin woman; and Eyal Dzniel,
a Jewish man exempt from the
army for health reasons.

The petition charged: that not
permitting Arabs or Jews who are
exempt from regular service to
volunteer for national service con-
stimtes illegal discrimination,
especially in light of the financial
implications of that refusal.
People who do either army or
national service are entitled to
financial benefits, such as mort-
gage and scholarship aid, and also
are often given preference when
applying for jobs or popular
de;

In addition, the petition said,
national service gives participants

a feeling of satisfaction and of .

belonging to society.

About 18 months ago, the peti-
tion said, the Fund for Absorbi
Demobilized Soldiers decided to
accept Arabs and Jews exempt
from regular army duty into
national service programs at the
recommendation of the Defense
Ministry. A few monihs later, the
National Insurance Institute —
which is responsible for approving
national service programs — decid-
ed to overturn this policy.

The petition charged that the
entire concept of Imking financial
rights to army service is discrimi-
natory, as long as Arabs are not
permitted to serve, because it
means that only Jews get such
benefits. However, it said, the dis-

imi character of this poli-
cy seems even more blatant when
Arabs are not even allowed to vol-
unteer for national service.

The government’s rationale for
the financial benefits has always
been that those who do army or
national service deserve compen-
sation for the lost years of their
lives. Arabs are not accepted into
the army for security reasoms.

issue at the coalition meeting.
Netanyahu sajd sarcastically: =1
wanted to give you 2 chince to
read your speech.”

MK Yehuda Harel (Third Way)
said his faction had “confidence in
the government™ and he called on
the rest of the coalition to also
offer the government and prime
minister support. Harel said the
Third Way would remain in the
coalition as long as the govemn-
ment does not violate ceriam prin-
ciples: that Israel continue 10 with-
draw from the parts of Judea and
Samaria heavily-populated by
Arabs; that the redeployment does
not harm Israeli control in Greater
Jerusalem, the full length of the
Jordan Valley, the south Hebron
Hills and large sertlement blocs
not populated by Arabs; and that
Israeli sovercignty on the Golan
Heights would be the basis for any
peace agreement with Syria.

Governmen
no-confiden

MKS voted with thejr feet during yesterday’s
no-confidence motion over the Hebron -
ment. The motion was defeated 47-2 with 34
abstentions, as only the two Moledet MKs,
who had filed the no-confidence motion, sup-
ported it. A large number of MKs chose 1o
absent themselves or not participate in the
volie.

Members of the National Religious Party,
Democratic Arab Party, Shas, and Tsomet,
other than Eliezer Zandberg, icft the plenum
before the vote. Several cabinet mambers were
also noticeably absent: National Infrastructure
Minister Arel Sharon, Agricuiture and
Eavironment Minister Raphael Eitan,
Education Minister Zevulun Hammer, and
Transport Minister Yitzhak Levy. .

Science Minister Ze'ev Binyamin Begin
voled with the government. saying it is his
obligation as a member of the cabinet. He dif-
ferentiated berween the no-confidence motion
and the vote on the Hebron agreement itself.

Eitan said his absence was 2 message to the
prime minister that the agreement is dangerous.

Just before the vote, In an apparent effort to
placate coalition parters, Foreign Minister
David Levy told the plemmm that the Hebron
agrecment will be ted for Knesset
approval after in is signed and endorsed by the
government. As a rtesult, Michael! Klieiner

LIAT COLLINS

Wi and said
Gesher) voted with the .g_overnment "
l(w would voice his opposition of the agreemen
uv;tsmdﬂtgbg wiﬂbeamstfgrthecole
tinuation of the pmmpmissﬂ;nwdi:tfﬁﬁea
coexistence is mot preservi
threat to the whole process. . 5 he
Moledet leader Rehavam Ze'evi | of 3
ent is leading to the creation
l:'a‘!l)ou‘t yo?;t:::é thase of us who voted for you

as % Who are you afraid of, Mr.;:dn:;

ini ident? Are you sc
wmmﬂ mﬂf gs 3;?' can't lead this an;ebsp
And you should know mﬂ::yw:e w:;;he;rhchave s

ill break out when tht
Wllchainc:e to win, and it's not related to Oslo or

@ians- - -

tbe"WP:le;oped and hoped, but in vain. Wf
quickly discovered that the nationalist :Eodv-
ernment is no more nationalist than 1ts P ahc
cessor — and s worse. The Netanyahu
government is stnding toward creating a
Palestinian state.”

Levystze:sedinhisreplythat_@raelandthe
IDF could deal with the Palestntan respoms;
were it not to redeploy in Hebron, but wo
find it very difficult to cope with the intema-

Sy T
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th an(ﬁg_aefeats |
cehid

backiash. He said that if the agreemen; in
Hebron is not abided by and peace is not kept

. there, the whole process will collapse. He said

pron is the test of recip .

Rt Party leader Shimon Percs
from the plenum concentraling on the Syrian
track. “Don’t delay. The price of peace doesn't
oo down; the cost goes up,” e said.
“Peres said Labor has no confidence in the
sovernment and should not fudge its critcism
of the way it reopetied the agreement with the
Palestinians and handled the nepotiations.

wyhat is there in Hebroo? Holy places? The
main hely places v's::!l sty in our hands under
IDF responsibility.” he said. )

Peres said the present goverment is so cager
to blame ts predecessors for all the problems
that were the drought o continue, the cabinet
secretary would issue a Stitement saying it the
Peres government’s fault. o

At 2 faction meeting before the discussions,
the NRP “decided not t0 give the government
our confidence over the Hebron agreement as it
stands right now, bat 1ot to leave the govern-
ment S0 we u;‘ecmmw the stuggle for

on permanent arangements,
mms:id. The NRP is demanding that
Hammer is included in the group of ministers
discussing the next stages of the negotiations
with the Palestinians.

Labor MK Elud Barak (left) speaks to reporters alongside MK Uzi Baram, who announced
Party leader but instead would support Barak’s candidacy.

4
yestérday he would not

Jordanian Press
Association joins
calls against
Israeli fair

AMMAN (AP) — The Jordanian
Press Association vesterday jomned
the chorus calling for boycotting
an Israeli made fair doe to sman
here on January 6.

~Because of Israchi disregard for
Arab rights [and] escalation of

tion
boycott the exkibition and refrain
from publishing any repofts on it
ar visiting it,” a press assogiation
memorandum said.

It did not spell out what mea-
sures would be taken against those
who attend the three-day event, at
which high-tech [sraeli products,
garments, jewelry, and furniture
will be displayed.

HELP

(Continued from Page 1)
Jordan's King Hussein said tha
he too would banr Netanvahu until
after the Hebron deal is complete.
There is speculation that cnce a

Ry W Hebron puliback occurs,
e - Netanyalu will meet Hussein w
for Labor tvive their fraved des.
(Brizn Hendler) It remains unclear if Netanyahu
or seaior officials will be nvited
to the Persian Gulf and North
Africa after a Hebron deal. Oman,

New rules for judicial appointments

THE Committee for Judicial Appointments yesterday annomnced new
rules for judicial appointments.

As of March 3, the names of judicial candidates will be announced at
least 2% days in advance, and anyone will be able to present the com-
mittee with detailed reasons for his opposition to any of the candidates.

The committee also announced the names of 12 judicial appoint-
ments: To Tel Aviv District Court — Nissim Yeshaya. Hadassah Ahitov.,
and Hila Gerstler, all of whom are currently serving on the Tel Aviv

's Court;

To Nazareth District Court ~ Ahzron Aminof, ing on the
N ] o currently serving

To the Northern District Magistrate’s Court — A"ada Sa’ad, who now
serves on 2 labor court, the only female Arab judge in the country;
Bracha Samson, and Esther Helman;

To Jerusalem Family Court, Nili Maimon;

To Tel Aviv Family Court — Yehuda Granit and Tzila Tzfat: and

To Jerusalem Labor Comrt - Dita Prozhinin and Ari Tivon:

The committee also decided to make permanent the appointment of
Tel Aviv Labor Court Judge Yehoshua Halevy. (Itim)

Baram decides not to run, backs Barak

LABOR MK Uz Baram
announced yesterday that he will
pot be competing for the party
leadership and that he will back
Ehud Barak.

The two appeared together at a
press conference and hotly denied
that they had struck a deal promis-
ing Baram the No. 2 position in
the party and the portfolio of his
choice should Barak form a future
governmment. Nevertheless, Baram
coined the ierm “the Barak-Baram
camp™ and was careful throughout
to use it.

Labor leader Shimon Peres, who
is being challenged by Barak, was
reported o have called Baram’s
move “opportunism.”

SARAH HONIG

Yossi Beilin, who has aiso
thrown his hat in the Labor leader-
ship ring, welcomed Baram’s
decision, saying that since Barak
is a hawk and Baram a regowned
dove, “many of Baram's support-
ers have already called me and
told me that they cannot bring
themnselves to support 2 man like
Barak and that they are switching
their allegiance to me.”

Baram had a lot of fancy
explaining to do about his deci-
sion, since he had recently lashed
out at Barak, calling him “2 man
full of suspicion and distrust. He is
a paranoid. He practices power

politics and suffers from delu-
sions of power and grandeur. His
positions are worse than those of
the right-wing.”

Baram did not fully retract these
statements, and only szid that “we
have very different political ont-
looks, and Barek and 1 are very dif-
ferent personalities. He is new to
politics and I dont really know
him very well. We will continue
delibecations and I hope there will
be’ coaperation between us. I will
be very happy if in fuore I can
mrcport”lhatlhave changed my

“We are very different people,”

Barak said. “We complement each
other.”

Baram claimed he decided not to
run for the party leadership
because of opinion polls which
show that Barak has a better
chance of winning. If Barak forms
a government, Baram said he
would like the Foreign Affairs
pertfolio, “though now, three-and-
a-half years before the election, it
would be silly to make deals over
portfolios.”

Qatar, and Tunisia have
announced they have frozen ties
with Istael as a result of the dead-
lock on Hebron.

Officials in the Prime Minister’s
Office originally hoped to capital-
ize on a Hebron deal by having
?Te:anynhu visit the US in

anuary, in an apparent bid to
refashion his American media
mage as a2 peacemaker. However,
the US has privately informed
Netanyahu — who has already vis-
ited the US three times in six

. months — that January would be a

poor month fo visit.
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Egypt extends detention of Azzam

CAIRO (Reuter) - Alleged Israeli spy country which is secking peace... but they Among prosecution evidence were
Azzam Azzam made his first public appear- (the Israelis) repaid this with ingratitnide.”  clothes desgcn%ed as producing invisible ink
ance in an Egyptian court yesterday and was The prosecutor said Azzam had facilitated when washed.

remanded in custody for another 45 days, a sexual affair between Abdel Hamid and Israel hes insisted Azzam is innocent and
mAmessesﬁ Wahs:ild-the sudge presids s glne of twoblsrau:li-Arab1 woruen involved in  demands his release. A court earlier this

5 iding over the e case bat at large - Mona Ahmed month extended Abdel Hamids detenti
;t;_n;and hﬁn;gm e?ean::m: 35,] tpgt Shawahna nl.}'d Ztghm Youssef Greiss. for 45 days. s tion
COUrtroQ : himself in Azzam himself is of Arab origin. The prosecution was expected to issue

an emotional session attended by Israeli "He (Abdei Hamid) did not respond to charge sheet a few weekspa.:o amid 1't=pc:t|l-,|:1=
embassy officials and relatives, they Azzam’s pressures for the sake of any prin-  that it was waiting for a political decision n
added. . ) ciple. but in return for lusts, sex and the case. '

Wahbi 'ordered Azzam, chief mechanic at money.” he added. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak has
an Isracli-owned textile factory in Egypt, to Azzam denied the espionage allegations.  said Israeli leaders squandered the chance to
be held for a second 45-day period. . He said the last time he met Abdel Hamid secun: Azzam's release tirough quiet diplo-

Security authorities arrested Az2zam in was in Israel in February. macy by making the affair public.

m;zmmmmm hipping)
special offer: 3 for NIS 99.00

Cairc last month along with Egyptian
national Emadeddin Abdel Hamid. Azzam
has not been formaily charged and no date
has been set for his trial.

Arriving in the court, he hugged his two
brothers and wept. One of the brothers is
working in Egypt, security sources said.

“Treatment is good at the prison and the
consul is visiting me frequently.” Azzam
told reporters in a brief statement, before he
asked them to talk only to his lawyer. The
Israeli consul, Shuki Gabai, attended the
session.

The prosecutor said in his statemnent to the
court: “This defendant wanted to harm the
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With deep sorrow we announce the passing
of our beloved

MARGOT (Hirsch) SIMON

The funeral will {ake place today,

NEWS IN BRIEF
-

make their support of the Health Minisiry's
budget conditional on the Finance Ministry’s
abiding by a promise to continue the funding of
the doctors. Liat Collins

118 hurt in road accidents

A total of 118 drivers, passengers and pedestrians
were injured in 81 accidents across the country
yesterday. Three people were hurt, one seriously,
yesterday afternoon when three cars collided near

Nebi Samwil on the Jerusalem-Givat Ze'ev road. R n i
Tuesday, December 31, 1996 ‘A pedesrian was seFionsly mjured 2pes e was kal °ku.‘;fn! ﬁe!ta th‘."ﬁid] ecried J somt
(Tevet 21, 5757) at 1:00 p.m., h!{w "i;}’“i near the Agﬁa b;n;_smnon' A, STODE lexter of complaint o Israe] Broadcasting
. . a I, &4, amra, 3 T rector-General 3
at the Yarkon cemetery, Trans-Samaria Highway ws il Sunday night when his car Hit 8 Fud  Kirsehosbevm: soying ot the b cors
We will meet at the gate wehicle. e At be lostconmolof e mhmdmmﬁ ﬁnﬁnmmd%ﬁ:“m"ﬁ‘m * N EW *
. : languages, had left bundreds of thonsands of
Shiva at the home of the deceased, Knesset clerk retires immigrants in the dark about the strike and what

We offer Services for

services were closed. Istael Radio continued jis

Knesset Clerk Shmuel Jacobson resigned from
a1 news broadcasts on othet stations.  Liaz Colling

his post yesterday after 46 vears service in the
House. Knesset Speaker Dan Tichon praised
Jacobson for his work and extensive knowledge
of the Knesset House Rules.

His replacement Arie Hahn will asseme the
post tomorrow Jacobson will continue to be a
special Knesset adviser. Liat Collins

Immigrani; doctors to keep jobs

Immigration ziiti Absorption Commirtee

chairwoman Naérei Blumenthal (Likud) said the

threat 1o fire 650 §mamigrant doctors had been

lifted. She noted %.:me Ba'aliys MKs had
LY
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The family Chai Vekayam leader fined
Chai Vekayam leader Yehuda Etzion wag
sentenced to a2 NIS 1,000 fine and 2
sentence for his attempts to pray on the Temple
Mﬁ.ggn said that he would refuse

to
and instead would serve 2 20-day m&y:}em_ﬁm
Erzion said the state should compensate him for J
notbemgable_topmyonﬂ:e'remp]emmtlmd \
not the opposite. Hevomdtouytnmyme

With sorrow we moum the passing of

JENNIE RAEMER

on December 28, 1996.
The funeral was held in Kibbutz Nirim.
Her essence lives on with us.

The family and Kibbutz Nirim] | ™\ ™c Fnacs Gpmuitics that they




HISTADRUT GENERAL STRIKE

&

Histadrut chairman Amir Peretz addresses the thousands of women who demonstrated against the cancellation of the half-point tax
credit for married women in the Wohl Rose Garden opposite the Koesset yesterday afternoon.

7

f

(Brian Hendler)

‘There are no velvet struggles’
Histadrut reasserts its role

THE mood in the situation room at Histadrut

headguarters in Jerusalem yesterday could be

;:rmed up in four words: revival of the
d.

Indeed. the door to the room where informa-
tion from various strike centers was commg m
was with a political cartoon showing a
white-shrouded Histadrot chairman Amir
Peretz leaping out of a coffin. In the process, he
knocked over a petrified Tooking Binyamin
Netanyahu Revival of the dead.

“The Histadrut is not weak,” said Shai Shani,
director of its trade union department {and no
relation to department chief Shiomo Shani,
whose arrest Sunday sparked yesterday’s inten-
iified strikes.) He denied thai proving the
distadrue’s metnle, flexing its muscles, was one

of the reasons for the strike that kept an esti-
nated 250,000 people out of work, caused mil-
ions of shekels of damage to the economy, and

xd to untold inconvenience for millions of

wople, ~ )
“But we will not mind if this [show of

trength} is one of the strike’s by-products,”
hani admitted. “We will not mind if the gov-
mment knows we need to be (aken serious-

i
Shani. and Michel Elmaliah, in charge of
1e siruation room, framed the strike in highly
feological terms. They spoke. confidently
nd aggressively, of defending the rights of
he workers and ooking out for the plight of
he common man. They sounded as Histadrut
leaders sounded a few decades ago, during the
gigantic union federation’s heyday: and not as
feads of an organization tottering on the brink
‘of a massive privatization plan that will sig-
nificantly lessen its power.

HERB KEINON

play or about politics. “This strike is not
against the t,” Elmaliah said. “The
bead of the union is a Likud supporter,
as is the head of the union at Ashdod port. This
is totaily a professional strike.”

He said claimsy that the strike is intended to
weaken the Netanyahn government are “ngly.”

Remember. said Shani, the Histadrut also
fought with the Treasury under the previous
Labor government, altbough not 1o the extent
that it called for a general sirike. Nevertheless,
he said, this strike is aboui workers® rights,
pure and simple.

But this point has not been adequately
brought across fo the public, Shani admitted,
answering questions with his eyes closed, a
sign of fatizue from the two days of teasion
and swoggple.

cance of trade unjons, a trade union that repre-
sents 650,000 people and fights their battles.™

Grasping at the silver lining in the Army
Radio poll, Shani changed gears: “But for a
union tat represents 15 percent of the country,
and which has had problems explaining the
purpose of the strike, almost 30 percent support
is not bad.”

Explaining the strike, its reasons, and houor-
by-hour developments was the job of the 10
people in the spacious situation room, which
was not filled - as could have been expected —
with either smoke or paipable tension.
Throughout the day this group amswered
phones, crunched numbers, and munched on
take-out pizza.

“The couniry is not behind ws?” Elmaliah
asked, responding to 2 question in a tone of dis-
belief. He tumed to a wall-high chart listing all

i and companies that were

But what the commiry s seeing are a plethora-- .closed -yesterday and replied: “Bezeq. is not

of signs on biank and office.doors announeing =

they are closed. Signs, like one posted on the
door of a Bank Hapoalim branch in
Jerusalem's Zion Sguare that read: “In con-
junction with with the decision of the
Histadrut, all the bank's branches will be
closed.”

The signs canse frustration. ““This is crazy,
1'm sick of it.” seid one woman who tried
vain to enter the bank. “T don’t even know why
they are suiking” _ .

This woman is definitely not alone. Ap wvnsci-
entific Army Radio poll found that by mid-
moming some 600 cellers had pboned in to
express support for the strike, while 1.700 sgid
they were against it

“I'm pot surprised,” said Shani. “becanse the

part of the country? Egged is not part of the
country? The Israel Electric Corporation is not
part of the country? The banks are npot part of
the country? What do you moean the country
does not support us?"

To those annoyed that their lives were incon-
venienced, Elmaliah said: “What are we sup-
posed to do when the government takes hun-
dreds of shekels away from the worker each
month, sit back with arms folded?

“When you embark on a struggle, there are
victims on the way,” he said. “We have tried to
minimize the inconvenience, and — for exarople
— did not close all the hospitals, did not close
down operations pecessary for the security of
the state. But people are supposed to feel the
strike. There are no velvet struggles. We want

The strike, the two insisted, was not a power  public at large does not inderstand the signifi- Netanyahn to feel the strike.”
' 1 {Continmed from Page 1)
gency aperations 1. Clinics

TINY cracks i the Histadmut's HERB KEINON city’s workers” committee, mmm%ma‘lﬁm
unity surfaced yesterday, as a few because a few months ago the fire mhiightexs
thousand union members defied Ministry. . workers switched from the SWPub]ic edule, was largely
the call 10 strike and showed up The spokeswoman said 80 per- Histadrot to the Likud-affiliated with the and Dar
for work at 2 number of locations  cent of the employees showed up  Histadrut Leumit. mmmﬁe"“d'. Egged fargely 25
around the country. No incidents for work at the Education and  Aronson said she does not g’ummmmmﬁm‘gmm Aviv
of violence between swikers and Justice ministries. On the other  believe yesterday's strike was jus- mscheduled. e, with 600 p
strike-breakers were reported. end of the the strike was  tified, and that “the Histadrut is loopmu;]ng'\'rers o suilungb

Rafi Gidron, a member of the almost fotally honored in the destroying the country.” She said STR.O¥SC placed by
Kiryat Motzkin Municipality Energy. Absorption, and Hoosing  thar it was possible for the admmxsm trative workers. % went
workers' committee. said the com-  2od Construction ministries. Only  Histadrut to come to a compromise ”B"sc"cl ml 1 ed.l with worh
mitiee decided o call on its 500 25% of employees showed np for  with the government without shut- icine to an extra effort o
members to show up for work work ar the Prime Minister's ting down much of the connny. m:smg fmmaldmela s caused by
because it was not clear if they Office. Meanwhile, Yitzhek Rossean. ¢ “f seeike T eeer. Civil
would be pamd for days missed, Iim reported that there were head of the Histadrut Leumit, said A‘“.’d”. A - Kers were on
and by whom. only a smaill number of steikers in  his organization does not support VIALIOE andI “dld'!“nm"y :

“ caiied the Histadint, and the setflements, and that this was the sirike, becanse it is not over m”'! mﬂ“ Licensing "W‘Bm""e mﬂ”"'ﬂ
asked them who will pay our because many people there viewed  employee-employer  relations. wer alsp aff Tby the strike. The

workers,” Gidron said. “J o
three people and could not get a
straight answer. Part of the time
they said the Histadrut will pay,
and pan of the time they said the
city will pay.”

Workers at the Hod Hasharon
Municipality also reportedly
worked yesterday.

Gidron said he fears the laxger
workers’ committees, in places
like Bezeq and the Istael Elecmic
Corporation will get paid by the
Histadrut, while workers repre-
sented by smaller, less powerful
comumittees, will not be so l!:cky.

Even though Gidron said the

the work stoppage as a “political
rike.”

Most of Ma'aleh Adumim’s
municipal workers went to work,
said Aliza Aronson, head of the

“You don't call a strike becanse
you have complaints zbout the
government,” he said. “For that
you protest, or work through the
Knesset.”

Postal Authority was largely unmaf-
fected, as outside contraciors were

used.
Malls and places of entertatoment

book
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Knesset nixes tax
credit cut for women

THE government's proposal to
eliminate the half pax-credit
enjoved by married women was
defeated late last night. but the rest
of the Econmomic Arrangements
Law accompanving the budget
passed nts second reading.

The law's final reading will be
today.

The elimination of the tax credit
was defeated in a roll-call vore 55-
30, after all five Gesher MKs -
including Foreign Minister David
levy and Peputy Finance
Minister David Magen — voted
with the opposition. Marina
Solodkin (Yisrael Ba'aliya),
Emanvel Zissman (Third Way)
and Shau! Yahalom (National
Religious Pamy) also voied with
the opposition, bt Naomi
Blumenthal (Likud). who had
been threatening to do so, in the
end voted with the coalition.

Normally, a minisier cannot go
against the coalifion I a major
vote such as the budget and still
remain in the cabinet. Levy may
escape because elimination of the
half tax-credit was not officially a
government proposal. Since the
Treasury came up with the idea
too late 1o include it in the acmal
bill, it was introduced as a private
amendment by coalition chairman
Michael Eitan (Likud). Voting
against a private amendment 10 a
government bill, even if the gov-
emment happens to support the
amendment, would not rermally

EVELYN GORDON

force a minister to resign.

The ax-credit proposal was intro-
ducedk by the government lute last
week as partial compensation for
elements of the economic arange-
ments bil! that had been Killed by
the Knesset Finance Coromines. It
had been expecied 1o save some
NIS 270 million next yeac

The povernment is now left with a
big hole in its NIS 7.2 billion

deficit-reduction package. Most of
the rest of the package is now only
one step away from being law, how-

ever, since most of the budget cuts
were contajined in the Economic
Amangement Bill approved in sec-
ond reading last night.

The vote could also have impli-
cations for the Histadrut strike,
The strike was officially aimed at
two proposals — taxagon of pors,
railways and ai and elimina-
tion of the half tax-credit. The
ports 1ax is pow closer 1o becom-
ing law, as it was part of the
Arrangements Bill. The Iatter,
having been defeated, can no
longer be a prewext for a strike.
h!Mfichael Kleiner (Gesher) said

is faction objected 1o the -
al because it would hnm?:-
income women. In addition, be
szid, the faction is annoyed thar
the sovemnment seems 1o have no
money for social issues, but plen-
ty for its coalition parmers, and
did not wanr 1o support cancelia-

tion of the tax credit if the addi-
tional revenne would go mainly to
fund what he called coalition
giveaways.

Bolodkin said she voted against
the proposal because women a1
the same level in a job usually
earn less than men, so the exua
tax credit is justified to equalize
this discrimination.

During yesterday’s debare, for-
mer finance minister Avraham
Shohat (Labor) attacked
Netanyahu, seizing the opporiuni-
1y 10 get revenge for Netanyahu's
atack on his management of the
economy last week.

“We have a prime minister who
is a liar,” he said. “He piles lie on
top of lie.”

In other news, the Finance
Committee approved anather lass-
minute revenue-raiser proposed
by the government a proposal o
make employers pay emplovees’
sick Jeave for the first nine days
out of wark. Currently, emplovers
pay oaly for the first day. after
which the National Insurance
Instimute picks up the tab. This
proposal is expected to bring in
some NIS 80m. next vear.

The proposal passed by a vote of
3-5, with Pini Badash (Tsomet)
joining the opposition. Badash
said he thought the proposal was
too all-encompassing, affecting
everyone from huge corporations
to the ordinary working couple
that employs a cleaning woman.

Peretz flexes his mustache

TWO thearies have been floating
around the Labor Party in the last few
days 10 explain the Histadrin's exira-
it to Chairman Aroir Perelz’s inexpe-
The sccond anribanes 10 hir person-

which oo labor leader of his rank in
the country had ever done. When the
police carried out a court order io
bring in the Hisiadnt trade umicn

t chief Shiomo Shani,
who for days willfully disobeyed a
court ruling, Peretz threw the econo-
blocked roads, rallways, airports and
sea ports — all acts which could be
consrued as insurrection and an
they ever again iry 1o rule agamst a
trade vmjon official. Even in Labor it
1s admimed this could be a dangerous
precedent if seized by the extreme
ight or the extreme haredim.

None of Peretz’s predecessors
had ever done anything close to
what Peretz did, certainly not since
the swike-prone days of the 1960s,
when Labor's own governments
instituted the system of labor
courts to prevent the aparchy of
wilcat sirikes. Peretz has taken the
counry 30 years back.

One theory in Labor is the Pereiz
is inexperienced, if not aliogether
the wrong man in the wrong job. He
bad become Histadrut chairman

: ANALYSIS

SARAH HONIG

: y .

Histadrut head Amir Peretz
ZOVErINeN( 2 Year ag0., ... ...

Peretz, it is privately admined in
Labor, had embarked on a danger-
ous path and he could potentally
embarrass his own party. This
would not have happened with
Ramon, it is whispered, because he
is a consumate give-and-take man.

In addition, his natural impet-
onsity may have been aided and
abetted by political motivarions.
The Histadrut is gravely ill and this
may be an attempt to revive and
revitalize it. Moreover, with Prime
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
upder such an all-oot opposition
anack, Pereiz could have presumed
that a hardline approach would
nerease the value of his stock in

STRIKE

were crowded, as striking workers or
parents forced to stay home with
children affected by the closure of
‘WIZ0 and Na'amat day care centers
enjoyed a‘day off, however forced it
might have been.

were closed, excepr for emergency

mcluding the Bank of Israel. agam
except for 56 workers also under
restraining orders. The Bank of
Israel a2nnounced that yesterday

would not be considered a business
day in the banking commuumity. This
means that representative rates set
Sunday were good for yesierday as
well.

The Tel Aviv Stock Exchange was
also affected, and both Channel 1
and Educational TV were off the air
uptil 6 p.m.

Tax and customs offices were
open as usual, but did not receive the
public, and the Electric Corporation
was unaffected. . .

Most schools were in session,
although uvniversity adminiswative
workers struck, but classes were
unaffected. .

The Ashdod, Haifa, and Eilal pons
were shut down for the fifth straight
day, and Jsrael Railways also came
to a stardstill. Hundreds of trucks

Lahor. He may have wanted to make
himself felt He may have thought
the would approve and meat
himn like its hero. or that it may have
no choica bt o back him. He may
also, acconding to some hints from
Labor insiders, have received the
green Tight from on high in Labor as
another facet of the campaign o
delegitimize Netanyahuw

Pererz himself claims not w0
know what all the fuss is about. If
his words are taken 2t face value,
then he can’t see anything wrong
with what he had done. He cannot
understand why he is accused of
putting the Histadrut above the law,
charging that “no one has the right
to detain a trade union leader or
infringe on the right to sirike.” Far
frop_any conuibon, Eerstz, com:
plaimed abows the general public’s
“amnpvance and impatience with
the incontvenience caused by the
strikes. I understand that people are
suffering, but they must realize
that we are doing this for them. It's
for their own good. There are no
deluxe strikes which cause no pain.
It's got 1o hurt. I am just sad 1o see
the disappearance of solidarity and
rolerance from our society.” .

Peretz also wondered at “how
Netanyahu and Meridor depicted
our actions. Their portrayal is very
unfair, We are protesting against
the povernment's economic policy
but this is not a political siike. The
Histadrut does nor involve itself in
politics.™

were also idled by the strike at the
ports, and the manager of the
Hanamal Hahadash trucking cooper-
ative, Gabi Ben-Harosh, said his
company had lost millions of
shekels, as had other rucking firms.

Israe! Alrcraft Industries and other
security-related industries were shut
by the strike.

The Jewish Agency, Mekorot,
and Makefet pension funds, and the
Amisragas and Supergas companies
were also affected by the strike.

The High Cour is 10 hear a peti-
1ion by the Assoctation of Chambers
of Commerce at 5 p.m. today asking
for a restraining order against the
stetke, charging thar it is essentally
political, rather than a labor dispute,
and therefore does not merit the pro-
tection labor law nsually gives siik-
ers.
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Clinton, Yeltsin voted year

THE foriuncs of two pow.erful
Jeaders — US President Bill Clinton
and Russian President Boris Yeltsin
— were voled the top ncws stofes
of 1996 in an imtemational poll of
Associated Press subscribers.

The re-election of Clinton fin-
ished No. 1 and the political and
physical comeback of Yeltsin was
the runner-up story in an annya]
AP survey of ncws media outside
the United States.

Clinton’s re-election coliected
191 points. and Yeltsin's re-clec-
tion as president and recovery
from quintuple-bypass heart
surgery was a close second with
487 points.

A tumuliuous year that sorely

bombings and riots — finished
third with 469 points.

Ballots were submitted by 139
news media subscribers in 40
countries on six continents. with
editors listing their top 10 swory
choices. Ten points were awarded
for each first place voie. nine for
second and so on, down o one
point per 10th place vore.

The tragedy of hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees fleeing warfare
in Rwanda, Burundi and Zatre fin-
ished no. 4, with 364 points.
Refugees living in squalor, bodies
along roadsides and orphaned

children ¢rying for parents were
searing images of the calamity.

Placing fifth, with 296 points, was

unsolved explosion of a TWA flight
outside New York City that killed
230, and the worst in-flight colli-
sion in history — over India batween
a Saudi Boeing 747 and a smaller
Kazakh plane that Jeft 349 dead.

Other crashes included a cargo
plane in Zaire killing morz that
200; an aitliner killing 141: the
ValuJet DCO in the Florida
Everglades that lefi 102 dead: a
Brazilian TAM flight in Sao Paulo
killing 101; and a Peruvian
Jetliner killing 123.

In sixth place, with 285 points,
was the havoc Europe’s beef
industry caused by bovine spongi-
form encephalopathy, or “mad
cow disease,” and its possible link,

Creutzfelci-Jakob disease.
France's decision to end nuclear

testing, and the subsequent sign-
ing by 65 countries of the Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty was seventh im the
poll, with 199 points; Last year,
France's decision [0 resume
puclear testing after a self-
imposed moratorium placed third
in the AP global poll.

Other top stories in 1996: .

8: The sitvation in Bosnia,
including the country’s first demo-
cratic elections, extension of
NATO troops in the country and
war crimees tribunal in The Hague.
195 points.

9: ‘The unsolved terrorist bomb-

ing at the Atlanta Qlympics that

scandal, involving a child-sex ring
that kidnapped and sexually tor-
ured ):'%ung girls, killing at least
four. 1 ints. .
Tna reﬂgogtion of regional inter-
ests, European ballots tended to
emphasize story choices on
Bosnia, Yeltsin, cow discase and
the Belgian child-sex stories.
“’I'he-gllnad cow Scare ;l;:i ﬂlf:
Belgian pedophile case s ou
2s long-running stories that deeply
affect the attitude and living of
I people,” the Italian news
agency AGI said in commenis
accompanying its ballot.
Aslan editors frequently listed the
treason conviction of South
Korea's ex-presidents, heightened

Indian Prime Minister PV
ima Rao. )
Nwml,aﬁnAmmn'o editors c:ted_the
struggle against drug uﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬁ

aviation disasters, and Pope
Peul [I's meeting with Fidel Casxo.
in addition to the Clmeon, Yeltsin
and Isracli-Palestinian stories.

The second 10 stories, with point

tals: .
tOIRLS: < Vit war in Chechaya cuds
(132 points); . o the
. *s campaign against
Kr.ltfzt:lsh;q northern Iraq and the
subsequent US cruk
attack (130): space quthorities

13: US 4
: vidence of
announce possible eMm t19

microbial life on
points);

se missile

’s top stories

i Charles ond Diara, and
;Pgnni: Andrew and  Sarah
eTEUSON 107)
F1:3: Tali(ban mOvement seizes
most of Afshanissan (1043
16: Continuing tensions between
North and South Kored. Including
the incursion into the Sout by 3
ine. (0%
SIllgl:!le.llmﬂ'um Lifls 16 schoolchild-
ren and a teacher it Dunblane,
6) .
St;tét}andmﬁ s Prime Minister
Benzzir Bhutto dismissed (T4},
19: Former South Korean presi-

dent Chua Doo-hwar and Roh . '

Tae-woo sentenced for Ueason

(g%z;'rruck borab that killed 19 US

serviceman in Dhamn. Sandi
Arabia. (AP)

tested the 1sraeli-Palestinian rela-
tionship - elections, suicide

the worst year on record for avia-
tion disasters, including the still

announced by Britain, to a fatal
brain ailment in bumans called

killed one person. 147 points.
_10. Belgium’s sex and politics

tensions between China and
Taiwan, and the resignation of

14: Royal divorces in Britain of

Gentle or raging, gone into the good night: The deat

FROM European statesmen to show business
stars and Nobel prize winning poets, death
claimed many notable figures in 1996:
Francois Mitterrand, a leading architect of
European unity who promoted France's role on
the world stage, died at his presidential office
near the Eiffel Tower after a long struggle with
prostale cancer. ]
Andreas Papandreou, a Harvard-trained
economist who became Greece’s first Socialist
prime minister and dominated Greek politics,

Francois Mitterrand

succumbed to a heart ailment.

v-Spiro--T. Agnew. US- President- Richard -
Nixon’s vice president who became a political-~

bfsfcé-by -employing a colorful phraseology in
criticizing anti-war protesters, liberals and the
media, also died. He was the only US vice pres-
ident to resign in disgrace when he pleaded no
contest to 2 single count of incorne-tax evasion.

In the entertainment field, comedian George
Bums, dancer Gene Kelly, jazz singer Ella
Fitzgerald, actresses Greer Garson and
Claudette Colbert and French film director
Marcel Carne passed away.

Literary figures who died included French
author Marguerite Duras, Nobel Prize-winning
poet Joseph Brodsky, a Russian exile who
became poet laurcate of the United States, and
Nobel-prize winning Greek poet Odyssens
Elytis.

Robin Milne, immortalized as the young
friend of Winnie the Pooh in the children’s sto-
ries of his father, A.A. Milne, also passed away.

January 1: Rocket scientist Arthur Redolph,
who helped the United States winhe race to the
mocn, dies in Hamburg, Germany. He was 89.

January 4: Ramon Vinay, a Chilean tenor who
gained intemational fame for his interpretation
of Verdi's opera Orellp, dies in Puebla, Mexico.
He was 84.

January 5: Limcoln Kirstein, who brought
choreographer George Balanchine to the United
States and created the New York City Ballet with
the Russian master, dies in New York City. She
was 88.

January 8: Francois Mitterrand, a leading
architect of Evropean upity who promoted
France’'s role on the world stage, dies at his pres-
idential office on the Champs de Mars of
prostate cancer. He was 79.

January 13: Denise Grey, a theater and cinéma
star whose career spanned nine decades, dies in
Paris at 99. She was a leading can-can dancer at
the famous Parisian cabaret the Folies Bergeres.

Janpary 15: Abdel Wahab Mohammed, an
Egyptian poet who wrote love songs for many of
the Arab workd’s most famous singers, dies of
heart failure in Cairo, Egypt. He was 65; King
Moshoeshoe II, a resilient %rgz Lesotho who
twice regained his throne ing deposed,
dies near Maseru, Lesotho, in a car accident. He
was 57.

January 20: Harold Wolpe, an anti-apartheid
lawyer who was the target of one of white-led
South Africa’s biggest manhunts, dies after

- able arthritic disease--* -------- - v - - -
March 3: Cardinal" Johm -Krol, 'a-‘leading

2 ":"‘-'-"——---: e ..

undergoing open heart surgery in Cape Town,
South Africa. He was 70.

January 20: Baritone saxophonist Gerry
Mulligan, a versatile jazz musician, dies in
Darien. Connecticut, from complications from a
knee infection. He was 68.

Januvary 23: Actress Fatma Ruoshdy, consid-
ered by many to be “the Sarah Bernhardt of the
East,” died of a heart attack in Cairo, Egypt. She
was §8; Norman MacCaig, one of Scotland’s
most esteemed poets of the 20th century, dies in
Edinburgh, Scotland, at 85.

January 27: William Edward Hanford, an
inventor of polyurethane and a pioneer in the
development of synthetic foams and fibers, dies
in Bethesda, Maryland. He was 87.

January 28: Nobel Prize-winning poet Joseph
Brodsky, a Russian exile who became poet lau-
reate of the United States, dies in New York City
at 55.

January 31: Terence Reese, one of the finest
players in the history of bridge who wrote or co-
authored 83 books on the card game, dies in
Hove, England, at 82.

February 2: Gene Kelly, dancer and choreog-
rapher who brought his athletic grace and Irish
charm to Singin' in the Rain, On the Town and
other great movie musicals of the 1940s and
*50s, dies in Beverly Hills, California. He was
83.

February 26: Dr. Haing S. Ngor, a survivor of
Khmer Rouge death camps who won anr Oscar
for his portrayal of a fellow Cambodian in Tke
Killing Fields, was shot to death outside his
home in Los Angeles. He was 45; Ludwig
Freiberr von Hammerstein-Equord, who took
part in the failed 1944 plot by German army
officers to overthrow Adolf Hitler, dies in Berlin
at 76.

March i: Baroness Marie-Helene de
Rothschild, a glamorous international socialite,
dies at 65 in Paris. She suffered from an incuor-

Roman Catholic conservative who ~ spoke out
for nuclear disarmament and belped revamp
Vatican finances, dies in Philadelphia at 85;
Marguerite Duras, one of France's most famed
and prolific writers best known in recent years
for her novel The Lover and the film based on I,
dies in Paris. She was 81.

March 9: George Burns, cigar smoking wise-
cracker, dies at 100.

March 10: Moviemaker Ross Hanter, whose
films included the disaster saga Airport, dies in
Los Angeles. His age has been variously report-
ed in film publications as between 69 and 79.

March 11: Vince Edwards, who starred as a
young doctor in the 1960s US TV series Ben
Casey, dies of cancer in Los Angeles. He was
67.

George Burns

March 13: Polish director Krzysztof
Kislowski._an Academny Award nominee best
known for his film trilogy Blue, White and Red,
gjes of a heart attack in Warsaw, Poland. He was

4,

Marck 17: French filmmaker Rene Clement,
best-known for his action-packed account of the
liberation of Paris in /s Paris Burning?, dies in
Monaco at 82.

March 18: Odyssens Elytis, a Nobel Prize-
;\:rming Greek poel. dies in Athens, Greece, at

March 20: Clande Bourdet, a Resistance hero
who survived a Nazi death camp to become an
outspoken lefiist journalist criticizing racism
and French colonial policies, dies in Paris at 86,

March 26: David Packard, a patriarch of
American business and co-founder of Silicon
NValley electronics pioneer Hewlett-Packard Co,,
dies of pnenmonia in Stanford, California, at 33:
Edmund Muskje, the former US Secretary of
State. dics of hearn failure in Washington at'3].

Apnl & Greer Garson, the gallant leading
lady whose pormayal of a2 courageous British
housewife in Mrs. Miniver rallied Americans o
support Britain during World War II, dies in
Dallas, Texas, of heart failure. She wag 92,

. April 8: Ben Johnson, a champion rodeo per-

former who appeared in  numerous Westems
and won a best supporting actor Oscar for The
Last Picture Show, dics of an apparent heart
Altack near Phoenix, Arizona. He was 77.

April 9: Best-selling avthor Richard Condon,
whose novel of braipwashing and murder, The

-7 . b O - -F_- -

Manchurian Candidare, had eerie similarities to
the assassination of President Kennedy. dies in
Dallas, Texas, at 81.

April 13: James “Jimmy the Gent” Burke, a
mobster depicted in the movie Goodfellas and
the suspected mastermind of the 1978 robbery at
the Lufthansa cargo terminal at John F. Kennedy
Airport that netted a record $5.8 million in cash,
dies of cancer in Buffalo, New York. He was 64,

April 18; Boleslavs Maikovskis, a Latvian
who fled the United States when threatened with
deportation to the Soviet Union for Nazi war
crimes. dies in Muenster, Germany, at 92.

April 20: Christopber Robin Milne, immor-
talized as the young friend of Winnie the Pooh
in the children’s stories of his father, A.A.
Milne, dies at 75.

April 23: P.L. Travers, the author who creat-
ed the magical, irrepressible English nanny

Poppins. dies in London at 96.

April 25: Mary Electa Bidwell, the oldest-liv-

;nli American, dies in Hamden, Connecticut, at

Ella Fitzgerald

April 26: American screenwriter Stirling
Silliphant, who won an Oscar for the 1967
movie In the Heat of the Nighr and its depiction
of racism in the American South, dies of cancer
in Bangkok, Thailand. He was 78.

May 2: Emile Habibi, a founder of [srael’s
communist party and longtime Knesset whose
chronicle of the predicaments of Israel’'s Arab
citizens eamed him Israel’s top literary award,
%es of panéreatic cancer in Nazareth, He was

May 5: Ai Qing, one of modern China's most
famous poets, dies in Beijing at 86.

May 8: Luis Mignel Domingnin, a builfighter
whose intense rivalry with his brother-in-law
was chronicled by Emnest Hemingway, dies near
San Roque, Spain, of a stroke. He was 69.

May 17: American rhythm and blues musician
Johnny “Guitar™ Watson dies of a heart attack
while performing at a blues club outside Tokyo.
He was 61.

May 13: Djordje Djukic, the Bosnian Serb
general charged with war crimes but freed by an
mternational wibunal because of his failing
health, dies in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, of pancreat-
ic cancer at 62.

May 215: Barney Wilen, the Freach pioneer of
1960s “free jazz™ and a sizzling saxophonist,
dies in Paris at 59.

May 30: Cardinal Leon-Etienne Duval, a
Roman Catholic archbishop who championed
Algeria’s right 10 independence, dies in Algiers,
Algeria, at 92.

May 31: Timothy Leary, the Harvard profes-
sor tumed guru of LSD who  encouraged the
'60s generation to “tmrn on, tune in, drop out,”
dies of cancer in Beverly Hills, California. He
was 75.

June 10: Jo Van Fleet, the Academy Award-
winning actress who made a carcer playing
mothers on stage and in such films as East of
Eden and Cool Hand Luke, dies in New York.
She was believed 10 be 81.

June 15: Ella Fitzgerald, the world’s “first
Iady of song,” dies in Beverly Hills, California,
at 78. She was bedridden with complications of
diabeies.

June 23: Andreas Papandreon, a Harvard-
trained economist who became Greece's first
Socialist prime minister and dominated Greek
politics in the 1980s. dies in Ekali, Greece, from
heart failore. He was 77. o

June 27: Hollywood producer Albert R.
“Cubby” Broceoli, who produced 17 James
Bond movies, dies in Beverly Hills, California,

at 87. He had undergone heart bypass surgery a -

year ago. :

July 1: Marganx Hemingway, Emest
Hemingway's granddaughter and model was
found dead in Santa Menica, Califoraia. She was
41. '

July 17: Former militia chief Panl Touvier,
the only Frenchman convicted of World War I
crimes against humanity, dies at Fresnes prison
in France. He was 81.

Tuly 22: Peter Ludwig, o German who was
one of the world's foremost art collectors, dies
of a raptired colon in Aachen, Germany, at 71.

July 23: Jessica Mitford, whose book The
American Way of Death was hailed as a blister-
ing indictment of the funeral indusiry, dies of
hmg cancer in Oakland, California. She was-78.

July 30: Clandette Colbert, whose trademark
bangs and radiant smile graced such beloved

{ . motor pioneer

1930s films as Midnighs, Cleoparra and the
classic It Happened One Night, dies I
Barbados. She was 92. )

August 7: Ossie Clark, one of the big names
of 1960s fashion design. is found stabbed to
death in his London apartment. He was 54.

August 8: Sir Nevill Mott, who shared the
Nobel Prize for physics in 1977 for his pioneer-
ing work on semiconductors, dies 1n Apsley
Guise, England. He was 90; Sir Frank Whittle,
the British engineer who first patented the idea
of a jet engine but lost the race to put it in the atr
to a competitor in Nazi Germany, dies in
Columbia, Maryland, of lung cancer. He was 89.

August 17: E. Digby Baltzell, 2 University of

Ivania sociologist who coined the term
“WASP" (white Anglo-Saxon Protestant), dies
in Boston of a heart attack. He was 80; Saleh
Morsi, a popular Egyptian writer who based his
novels and screenplays on cases of Egyptian
espionage against Israel, dies in Alexandria,
Egypt He was 67. n .

August 18: Teutakiyokomatsu Asaji, Japan's
oldest peisha, who practiced the revered and
often misunderstood artistic tradition for 90
years, dies in Tokyo of kidney failure. She was
102

August 27: Songwriter and composer Yair
Rosenbloom, whose Song of Peace was sung by
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin moments before
his assassination, dies of cancer in Holon. He
was 52. .

September 9: Bill Monroe, who combined
fast-picking mandolin, banjo and guitar with a
“high lonesome™ singing style to create the dis-
tinctly American sound known as bluegrass, dies
in Springfield, Tennessee. He was 84.

September 10: Joanne Dru, whose appear-
ances in 40 movies incluoded starring roles oppo-
site John Wayne in the classic Westerns Red
River and She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, dies n
Beverly Hills, California, of respiratory ailment
ar74. - - T :

- ‘Septerbber-11-" Hans. List, Anstria’s leading
i and an internationally recognized
authority on diesel engines, dies of heart failure
in Graz, Austria, at 100. )

September 13: Tapac Shakur, the rapper
whose raw lyrics drew on the rage of a coarse
urban existence and seemed a blueprint of his
own violent life, dies in Las Vegas from wounds
suffered in a drive-by shooting. He was 25,

September 14; Juliet Prowse, who parlayed
skillful dancing, sultry good looks and the best
legs since Betty Grable into stardom in ‘60s
movies and TV specials. dies in Holmby Hills,
California, at 59. She suffered from pancreatic
cancer. .

September 16: McGeorge Bundy, an aide to
US Presidents Kennedy and Johnson and who

ploited the

, dies i
He wag 89, Moscow

October 5: Co

Trotsky, assassination of

who pio hepater Wizard Seymoqy ¢

neered the yse of transistors in comput.

after suffering a stroke.,

hs of 1996

ies ications from injuries suffered
?;s':m mfﬁot‘go::g:l;dem in Colorade Sprincs,
. He was 7L L
C‘gcort:g:r Iil(x Magda Trocme, 2 p_&stor s wife
who led a small French  village's rescue of
thousands of Jews from the Nazis. dies from a
cerebral hemorrhage in Paris. She was 94,
October 11: William Vickrey, who nsed

bstract theory to solve common problems. dies
:ﬁer wti:ming l:l?e Nobel Prize in economics at
82 He was found slumped over the wheel of his

car in Harrison, New York.

October 12: British muralist Stefan Knapp,
who created what is believed to be the largest
mural in the world, dies of a heart attack i
Guildford, England, at 75. His 200-by-50-foot
{61-by-15-meter) mural is still mounted on the
front wall of the former Alexander’s Department
Store, In Paramus, New Jersey.

October 17: Berthold Goldschmidt, whose

The Magnificent Cuckold was the last opera by a
Jewish composer to premiere in Germany befare
Nazis took power, dies in London ar 93.
_ October 23: Dr. Kurt Freund, whose rescarch
into human sexuvality was considered among
the most groundbreaking of the century, dies in
Toronto at 82. Freund, who was suffering from
lung cancer, committed suicide.

October 31: Marcel Carne, one of France's
greatest directors who braved the Nazi ocCupa-
uon to make The Children of Paradise and Nighst
Visitors, dies at a hospital in the Paris suburb of
Clamarr. He was 90,

vae;mber 3: Jean-Bedel Bokassa, one of
Africa’s most ruthless dictators accused of
r'..'ltﬂlm_ g a:ill_d“eat;nghrhose wh; dared cridcize his

gime, of a heart attack in i
A:glcan ltipublic. Bangui, Central

ovember 14: Cardinal Joseph Bernardi
the senior Roman Catholic pmoﬁt!e’ in the U‘:il::i'
States, dies in Chicago at 68.

November 15: Alger Hiss, the public servant

ﬂo til.xe"t from g:lia.cde i;.la Communist spy scan-
at propelle jchard Ni i
office dics in New York at bg. xon 10 higher

November 21: Pakistani physicist and Nobe]

winner Abdus ies i
Elllvgland. He was ot Salam dies in Oxford,
ovember 24: Sorley Maclean ime
poct who found his voice in Sé:tnﬁsaifc(i‘:l:::;;’cd
dies in Invemess, Scotland, ar age 85, '
s ovember 28: Tiny Tim, the scraggly haired
m%pﬁ f;a'}ls;t't‘;;v:;eblg_ I:;!_md ukuiele who
L ulips inio a

counter-culml_'e classic, dies in M‘i.;nu:aq:n;)li.r.l 2?:2:
apparent l;:;rdlac arrest. He was 64,

December 8: Marin $o'rescu,f::ievered poet
B lian mmster o ture. dies in
60“_"1”"‘5'- Romania, after a hearr artaci. He was
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WORLD NEWS

Police say more than 300 Peru expects peaceful
dead in India train blast

ATl&astEiOOpeoplewe:ebelmvedmlnvebeen

kilied yesterday when a powerful bomb ripped .*

through saveral carriages of a packed frain in
:;-‘s northeastern smmofAssam_ police
sat
Lowrmlwayuﬂ‘icmlssmdﬁorwbodm
had so far been recovered by emergency work-
ers stroggling through the mamgled

but said the death toll was expected 1o be much

higher. .

if the toll of 300 or more is confirmed, it
would make the attack the second most devas-
tating guerrilia action on record. In June 1985,
Sikh extremists were blamed for a2 bomb on an
o3 oF I, Tl S aoed toto the
sea

In December 1988, 270 m\vhcn a bomb
des&oyedaPanAmetmanBoemg?ﬁoverthe
Scottish towm of Lockesbie.

The Press Trost of India (PTT) news

agETCY
qumdoﬂiculsassaymgmemmmﬂwasat‘

least 300.

A senjor police official told Renters in
Assam’s biggest city of Guwahati that suspect-
ed separatist Bodo militants had used a remote-
controlled device packed with explosives

- passenger train killing at
Sensapmmlwaystamn, the police official

BISWAJYOTI DAS
GQUWAHATI, India

Hondreds of people were mavelling ahead. of
the New Year holiSay on the express wain,
namedaftu-thesacredmthmﬂowsthmﬂgh‘
the nortbeast.

“Bodognmmublew three coathes of a

300 peopie at

Thuemsmmedmwmﬂonhowmy
were Injured.
Sensapam:sZDOlcmwestaquwahau hub
oftheoﬂ-pmdnung-andm—nchstate.andms-
stmggled to reach the remote area in

Railway oﬁmalssudnomwnemcmﬂd
mchthememnilabontmxdmghﬂwdm

Desmbmgﬂ:e;xg}l{omon.ﬂ:epohneoﬂicﬂ]
said- “They used (phshcexploswes)and
a remote-controlled device.™

RDX became widely kaown in India after it

was used in a series of bomb blasts that killed

260 people in Bombay in March, 1993,

residents bad heard two lond explosions and

wmmckmayhave mvolved two
ol .
'I'helramhadleftKohajharforD:lh:mund

”'7p.m yesterday.

'I'hemaclceumeadayaﬂm-mbalBodnguer
riflas blew up a road bridge that formed the
maim link between India's northeast regions
arfhdﬂxemoftheemmn-y,mjmmgssvmm
P

Activists re g Bodo tribesmen liv-
g north of the Br river want a
homeland within India m the state of Assam,
but an extremist fringe, the Bodoland Army,
];;SS;’m fighting for a separate nation. since

“This is the worst incident of separatist vio-
lence in Assam this year,” the police official
said. Most of the passengers were believed fo
be holiday-makers heading for Delhi to cele-
~brate the New Year

Police said none of the several gueillas
gronps operating in Assam had clam:led

respousibility for the blast.
Momﬂ:anS,OﬂOpeoplelmvebecnhlledm

ethiic and separatist viclence in Assam during

the last three years. (Reurer)

blow up the Dethi-bound Brahmapm Mail.

| mnﬁamsém

ain in northern Italy yesterday. .

Belice in the town of Kokrajhar said local

'bodyﬁ-omthewreckageafurtwopeoplewerekilledandI'ijnredwhenamgleloeomohvecollldedwithapamger

~ Security Council fears Iraq may. be
' hiding Russian missile parts

NITED NATIONS (AP) — Femngn-aqmay
ave hidden missile engines and pans that
puld be vsed 1o build prohibited weapons, the
ncmlyCommlcondemnedInqymdayfar
cooperating with UN i

pisgiles to a US lab and determine whether
rag removed their cogines and key parts, sub-

pturing lower-grade
“Mauﬂmymvchl;maﬁmdofmxsmm

ation.” said Rolf Ekeus, who chairs the

aspection team. “How many significant com-
onents have been removed from the actnal
11l missiles before they were destroyed?™ .

‘Ekeus and other inspectors believe fraq may
tan 10 put Russian engines apd pans — which
% betier than ones Irag has tecimology 10
aild ~ into Iraqi-made missiles, therchy mak-

them more powerful and accurate.
“Why would you keep them unless yon wani-

edﬁosm:kﬁ:emwxﬂuomeﬂmgﬂntcou]dbe
made indigenously?” said Ewen Buchanan, an
aide to Ekeus on the inspection team, known as
the UN Special Commission on Irag, of
Unscom..
Eceussa:dimq:ofﬁm]smommwm
admitved that Iraq had replaced 2 Rnssian

Umoomofﬁcmlswanttomspectd:em:smles
at the US Army Missile Command in
Humtsville, Alabama, which they said is the
bestfacﬂ:tymﬂ:ewoﬂdfm-mmm:emh

was cooperatin with the commission but
mmmmﬁm mkcnmthe Us,
rather than Russia, for i

“Tf it is to be taken mbemkugat-
ed, it should be mken 10 the conmtry of arigin,”

hemd,addmgdmthehopedthedisegrwmem-

wmﬂdberesolved“mdieeommgweeh.

UnderwxmsofUNmsoluuous endingthc
1991 Gulf War, Iraq is to get rid of all weapons
of mass destruction, including missiles that can
travel more than 150 km.

missiles.
“What we're seeing here in this
epxsode:stheoununmonofkaqmobstrm
Mghmmpulmonmddeeepnmthcm
ties of Unscom,™ he said.

EkeusonDecemberlSmpomdﬂ:atlmqnot :

has missiles, but also rockst launchers,
fue{ and a command system to “mrake a missile
fome of significance™ that could threaten its

DlnmgtthquWhr.Imqﬁmdmi_ssilﬁ_at
Isract, Killing two people, and at Savdi Arabia,
kilhng28USsoldiers.

end to hostage crisis

PERUVIAN Prime Minister
Alberto Panddolfi said yesterday he
expecied the sicge at the Japanese
ambassador's residence i end

with all 83 remaining hostages
relessed unharmed by their
Marxist captors.

“We are sure that the continuing
sound handling of the situation
will allow 2 solution that
the physical well-being ang lives
of all of the hostages,” the head of
the cabinet said in a speech.

“The government is working
with prudence and
or the prompt release™
of the homges. he added, without

Althoogh there has been no pub-
lic word for nine days from
President Alberto Fujimori — who
keeps the final decision-making
for himself — Pandolii’s words

echoed the new mood of oplimism
from the weekend.
Government negotiator

Education Minister Domingo
Palermo met guerrilla leader
Nestor Cerpa Carrolini Saturday
in the first face-wo-face contact
berween the two sides since the
crisis began on December 17.
Their mesting was followed by
the release of 20 more hostages by
rebels of the Topac Amaru

ANDREW CAWTHORNE
LiMA

tribiste to the solution of a crisis,™
Issac Velazco told Reuters in a
telephone interview from

's home sent letters to fami-

Lies — the first comespondence
allowed out in four days.

Relatives of the captives, snffey-
ing their 13th day under rebel
guns, went 10 Red Cross head-
quarters in Lima 1o pick np scores
of messages scrawled on
forms provided by the organiza-
tion. Red Cross officials also iook
food and supplies to the residence.

The family of Jesuit priest Juan
Julio ‘Wicht, who iz among the
captives, released a letter he wrote
over

The priest jovially boasted that
be was unbeaten at chess after
eight games with Japanest and
Peruvian diplomats.

“T am well and I am doing 2 lot
of good for everyone here in such

difficult circumstances,” wrole
Wicht, who opted 1o sty in the
residence despite being offered
freedom. He has held various
masses for the caprives.

“] am here on a mission and I
feel your s and prayers... [
am simply doing what any of you
or any Jesnit wonld do, but better
than 1.

He said tensions were risin and
nights spent on the floor of the
house were long and hot. But “we
hostages mamtain oor onity and
spirits, we pray logether and we
smgalmuughwedonothaveme
words... God is helping us.”

The remaining hostages include
President Alberte Fujimori’s
brother Pedro, top Peruvian
police and ¢t officials
and abont 20 Japapese business-
men.

As New Year ap, police
and civil lcadMed on
Peruvians to tone down celebra-
tions in sympathy with the
hostages, and 1o refrain from using
freworks ~ particularly around the
residence ~ 50 as not to alarm the
rebels, (Reuter)

Bomb explodes at
Peru Embassy in Athens

_Milosevsc

Revolutionary Movement
(MRTA), prompting hopes the rest
would follow quickly.

Bat by yesterday afternoom,
there was no pew move from the
roughly 20 rebels. Heavily armed
with grenades 2nd anromatic
rifles, they have booby-trapped

Peruavign

and mined the residence in Lima'’s | phoned the siafion to say the aftack was waged in support of the
fashionable San Isidro district. T\}H:Amamkevoluuonary Movement.
The international MRTA Marxist organization has been holding 83 captives at the
spokesman condemned a “solidar- | Japanese embassy residence in Pern for the past 13 days.
ity™ bomb anack at the Peruvian Gleekpohcespedtoﬂ:esxteoﬂheaplosmnandsuledoﬁ'smu
embassy in Athens by ihe surrounding the Peruvian embassy located on the second floor of an
Grerilla Fighiing Group, another t block on Queen Sophia Avenue.
militant lefiist organizaton. O&iculsmdtheexplosmnwasmggemdhyamake-sh:ﬂbomb
“We reject this sort of display of | that damaged a door and shattered windows
solidarity because it does not con-

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — A powerful bomb explosion rocked the
entrance to the Peruvian embassy in central Athens yesterday, injur-
female passerby, police said.
m%‘h:ysudﬂmyomgwumnmffaedmﬂdcmsﬁmﬂ ying pieces
of glass that showered the entrance of the building honsimg the

embassy.
Sky television, a private network, said an anonymous caller tele-

Army swears unity on 41st day
of Belgrade marches

BELGRADE (Reuter) — The Yugoslav army denied

tenday that it was split over support for Serbian

t in his dispute with the ition as demon-

str;tmselait bt;rsucesof Belgrade foroftln st daﬁim
uoy! an apparent statement of support

dissident army officers, the demonstrators renewed

unsxgnedamlunau:hmmmad lener, read out
before 50,000 opposition supporters Simday, wamed
Milosevic its anthors, which apparently incloded men
of the elite 63rd Paratroop Brigade, would refuse to
fire on demonstrators if ordered to do so.

The letter also wamed the opposition Zajedno
(Together) coalition that it too would be toppled in its
torn if it became antocratic in power.

_But an official army statement later stressed its
anity, tho it made no pledge of loyalty to
has struggled for six weeks to contain
the thet have paralyzed Belgrade for more
than six hours every day.

protest wave, made despite police moves to
e demonstrators off the main streets, is the most
sustained push for democratization in 50

popular
years of leftist one-party rule in Serbia-led Yugoslavia.

Y

Five thousand university stndents tried to march
across tbe Sava viver bridge yesterday but were
blocked by police and forced to refreat into a pedes-
trian mall.

Later, tens of thousands of people backing Zajedno

massed in Republic Square with riot police packing

- adljacent, streefs To.prevent protesters swarming into
nmmm ok ol

DeJanBulamnc.aZapdmacmwhohd.bm
beaten while in police custody, appeared at the rally
B orcatying o gy of Wolostii s et £
in carrying an effigy ic in prison

“They ane wrong if they think we have achieved
nothing in these 41 days,” one of Zajedng’s leaders
Zoran Djindjic told the crowd, “We began by chasing
a fox which stole our votes and ended up driving a
dinosaar out of its Iain”

With the streers sealed off by the anthorities,
Zajedno also confined its now traditional march 1o
the pedestrian mail, walking in circles and jeering at
the cordons of riot police.

Uptoaqummofnmﬂhonpeoplehaveralhed
daily n Serbia sgaimst Milosevic's annulment of
November 17 municipal elections in 14 cities, includ-

ing Belgrade, won by Zajedno.

Post-war Guatemala must bury hatreds

GUATEMALA CITY (Reuter) -

after 36 years of
"rhepmb]cmw:ﬂlcuama]als
thar civil war has become almost

institutionalized,” aweslﬂ'ndlplo-

ness the end of one of Latin
America's most and bru-~
tal conflicts in which 100,000 peo-
ple died and some 40,000 “disap-
peared” in connmr-mmrgency

sweeps.
The scale of the devashtltm.
mostly snifered during the years
of military dictatorship in the
1960s to 19805, meant the celebra-

Before both sides effecﬁvlealg
halted military operations last
March, conflict had long been
pocketed in the remote highlands,
bome mostly to Indians that make
up a downtrodden majority in the

Ideologmlﬁ:chmssﬁ.‘llnm&ep.
“In texms of the political polar-
izations that have been created

mat said.
Guatemalansumedomm:he
tens of thousands Sunday 10 wit-

tHon was more reflective ul?r?n
eupboric, apd many — particalarly
on the left — were openly sceptical.

over the past 36 years, they are
wounds which will take a long
time to heal,” the(hploma:sa:d.
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the right-wing Moledet party marked 2
watershed in Israeli politics and in the
short history of the Netanyahu government. Just
as Likud prime minister Menachem Begin
rclied on Labor votes to pass the Camp David
Accords, a government of the Right is agan
relying on the Left to support its policies regard-
ing the peace process. ]
Labor, Meretz, and the Arab parties resisted
the temptation to try and topple the current gov-
emment by abstaining on Moledet’s motion of
no confidence in the prime minister. It _oould
have been otherwise. Labor MK Dalia lzik, for
example, called on her party fo vole \’b:'ll‘.h
Moledet in the hope that Labor could help bring
about new elections. It was alse not long ago
that Binyamin Netanyahu himself, as opposi-
tion leader, voted with the Arab parties on a no-
confidence meotion concerning building in
Jerusalem, in the end forcing the Labor govern-
ment to abandon its plans.
The opposition parties, particularly Labor and
Meretz, are to be commended for choosing the
raore principled course, rather than taking political

YESTERDAY'S no-confidence motion by

danger, because if the parties of the Left bad
mied to take advantage of the sfation, the
National Religious Party, which absented itself,
would have voted for the government. From an
ideological standpoint, however, there is no
doubt that the government’s imminent agree-
ment on Hebron has more support from the
opposition than from the coalition.

In the Knesset, some of the most bitter oppo-
sition to the government came from Likud and
NRP MKs who are concemed about the direc-
tion In which Netanyahn has been Jeading the
pation. They accused the government of pro-
ducing an agreement that was no better for the
Jews of Hebron than that negotiated by the pre-
vious government; of baving no red lines; of
leading Israel towards disaster. In fact, they

10 place a vote of confidence in the govemroent
in which they are members.

The question now is whether the current
debate over Hebron is an exception, or whether
it marks a strucmral realignment which will typ-
ify the peace process battles ahead. Leaders
across the spectrum are asking: is Netanyahu a
hawk in rhetoric and a dove in actions?

NRP MK Shaul Yzhalom, for example, point-
ed out that despite all the talk about settlements,
nothing has happened on the ground, not even
the expansion of existing settiemenis which
occurred under the previous government. He

advantage of the government's crisis oo the Right.
In fact, the coalition was never in any real

~ Trading places

pointed out that the government — which placed
the solidifying of Isracli sovereignty over
Jerusalem at the centerpiece of its election cam-
paign — has even hinted that it may not go ahead
with building within Jerusalem itself.

During that campaign, the Moledet party slo-
gan was “Only Mojedet is on the Right.” Atthe
time, when the Likud was being portrayed as an
anathema to the peace process, the slogan
seemed farfetched.

In fact, the Moledet slogan turned out to be
more prescient than anyone would have
guessed. Far from killing the Oslo process, the
Netanyahn government has reinforced it by
entwining the fate of the mamstream Right
inextricably with the peace process.

Labor leader Shimon Pereg boasted in yester-
day’s Knesset debate that only Labor could
have negoriated the continped IDF presence in
the Machpela Cave, the tomb of the Patriarchs.
Perhaps. The question is whether the Peres gov-
emment, given the opposition of the Right even
to the current government, could have imple-
mented its own agreement.

Former prime ministers Rabin and Peres were
willing to forge ahead on controversial agree-
ments with the narrowest of Knesset majorities.
Netanyahu claimed that his election would
change that approach, but the penduium has
swung 80 far in the other direction that he is los-
ing the support of much of his own coalition.

The guestion coalition members are now ask-
ing out loud in the Xnesset is whether — beyond
rhetoric — Netanyahu is doing anything differ-
ently than what Peres would have done.

It is to0 soon to say, with the details and side
agreements still unknown, whether Netanyahu
has found a way to mold the Hebron agreement
in his own image. In any case, the test of
Hebron may have been an unfair one, given that
he had to work within a signed agreement that
ke inherited. From now on, Oslo becomes more
cpen to interpretation.

The prime minister himself has defined the

sounded much-like Netanyahu-did while-in the---bas:c standard upom whiqh!:o measure his future - L ---
opposttioii-Four ministers even absented-them- “isaecess: the coticent of reciprocity:“Both Isracl -
seivesfromrthe Knesserplenun, preferring not~—aud the Palestinians—havefists~of outstanding

items within the Oslo framework that are sup-
posed to be implemented before embarking on
permanent status negotiations. Will Israel fulfill
the Palestinian wish list unilaterally, or will the
Palestinians have to improve their compliance
with Osle in return?

If Netanyahu succeeds in negotiating real rec-
iprocity concerning fature steps, he will succeed
in walking the fine line between ining true
to Oslo and to the voters who elected him. If
not, he may find that the broad consensus that
Israelis want — and he sincerely wishes to pro-
vide — will elude him.

IKE an earthquake, Sonday’s

ecomomy-wide strike, spear-

by the con-

stituent trade umions of the

Histadrut, came as-a shock t?l an

unprepared government and a
shocked publs

Bur as with earthquakes, the

fmally burst ont can be measured,
at times even predicted.

Blame for the i ibility
that led to the painful shut-downs
of large parts of the public econo-
my on Sunday afiemoon, and yes-
terday must be shared between the
heads of the Histadrut and the

government.

Earlier this month the Histadrut
declared its intention to call a gen-
eral strike after the
two-week cooling-off period; so it
should have been obvious that
Histadrut Chairman Amir Peretz
was mercly awaiting a suitable

pretext.
This was obligingly provided by
a stumblefooted government
which ordered the wmprecedented
arrest of a strike leader, Shlomo
Shzni, the hitherto anonymous
Union Division.
be anything but a casus belli —
all the more to a woefully weak-
ened Histadrut whose leadership
is frantically intent on proving
that jt has not vanished as a
potent economic force to be
reckoned with by government

and employers.

The 's wmprecedented
budgetary penary has compelied
Peretz immediately to fire a large
number of local trade union coun-
cil heads and their staffs. A gener-
al strike is a way to distract atten-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I

FIRST AID IN ISRAEL

Sir, -~ The Kendrick Extrication
Device (KED) pictured in your
issue of December 18 is a useful
and practically foolproof aid to
ambulance personne] and search-
and-rescue tearns in extracting
seated or trapped accident victims
with suspected spinal injuries. Its
most helpful features are three
pairs of wide, colorcoded straps
(red, yellow and green) which are
usefyl in preventing mistakes dur-
ing cramped or high-pressured sit-
uations, and long Velcro strips o
simplify immobilization of the
patient’s head.

From the picture, however, it
seems the device is not entirely
foolproof enough. The photo
shows the MDA vohmieer
“demon:ll:rating" the device as
incorrectly as can be imagined,
The device has been placed back-
wards behind the patient, thos
placing the straps and Velcro
attachments inside the device
rather than outside where they can
actually be of some use; the arms

Sir, ~ On Wednesday, Atid, the
new international pmmship of
three pluralistic, apolitical Zionist
youth movements, holds its found-
ing cgnvenﬁon at Moshav Shoresh.
This is the first formal assembly of
the Isracli Tsofim (Scouts); the
Amencan Young Judaeans; and the
British Federation of Zionist Youth.
The three-day convention program
emphasizes Israel-Di rela-
tions and the role of Zionist youth
movements in creating new bonds.

The Jewish people appear w be
more and more polarized. The cen-
gliﬂlt}' of Israel m the world of the

asporn is waning, young
people are subject to considerable
crideism, for what they do and for
what they don't do. At this time.the

Sir, — Your December 23 edition
comtamed a story about a succession
struggle within a Hassidie cormmu-

nity. The article was balanced, fir
and ir ~ as are all of Haim
Shapiro’s pieces. Unfortunately,
writer chose to cap

your

of the patient are being restrained
within the device, when the arm
holes are actuaily one of the
KED’s best features, allowing the
patient to help himself during an
extrication when, for example, the
risk of his siamming face-first into
rock walls or other hazards is
high; and mamual cervical control
of the patient has been abandoned
before the KED has been fitted to
the patient (if there were damage
to cervical vertebrae, the pink
device in the photo might not, by
itseif, be protection encugh.)

I would like to say that I am sur-
prised at the ineptimde shown in
this photo; sadly, after having wit-
nessed MDA I action thnee times
so far, I have to admit that I'm
not. 1 have seen a patient who had
been thrown from & vehicle,
walked to an ambulance, and
there strapped into a2 scoop-
setcher; I have seen an ALS
vehicle stay on the scene of a trau-

‘matic car wreck with its patient

for almost 25 minutes; and T secen
“ATID”?

founding of Atid is 2 significant
staternent; it declares that young
Jewish men and women are will-
ing. even eager, to seck out and
enhance that which unites us,
rather than focus on that which
divides.

Their commitment to the con-
cept of a Jewish people and their
determination to realize that idea
is reflected in their daily lives.
They are serious students, supple-

an elderly woman with a tolera-
ble. undisplaced fracture handled
50 carelessly as to painfolly dis-
place it, visibly shortening and
twisting ber leg. In all of these
instances, I was cne of the first on
the scene; and in all of them, I
cursed myself for ever letting
MDA volunteers near them.

I have secen domated MDA
ambulances all gver this country,
and 1 applaud the donors for their
gifts. But I would like to suggest
that an ambulance with inade-
quately” trained persomnel is no
better then a taxi; and that foture

about their society, about the
Jewish world, about “doing for
others.”

T hope Atid will serve as 2 modei
for other programs promoting
cooperation and understanding,
We need 1o talk to each other and
to lister: to discuss., argue and
debate; but most of all 1o relate
and interact. We desperately need
parmerships of this kind. We need
to follow the Atid example. These

tion from that tranmatic in-house

axing.

Peretz is also trying to assert his
role as a radical labor leader in
order to impose his hegemony on
the independent and powerful
constituent unions that provided
the muscle behind the strike and
have shown in the past that they
are fully capable of closing the
economy down, should they so

----- Jailing-a mmion' Ieader ‘cammot

buildup of hidden tensions which ~

head -of - the - Hismdmt’s_'-'i_{":ade- ’

YOSEF GOELL

decide.

IRONICALLY, the overnight
escalation of the strike at Haifa
Chemicals into an economy-wide
confrontation reflects the radical-
ization that has accompanied the
eroding of the Histadmt.

When the Histadrat was Israel’s
gigantic conglomerate of trade
vnicns, industries and social ser-
vices, its leaders bebaved much
more responsibly because they

If Netanyahu and
Meridor had thought
about it they might
not have been so
surprised by this

. week’s general sirike

bad to juggle those diverse inter-
ests. Now, divested of these multi-

“ple rofes; they feel constrdined to

adidally

and-butter economic interests of
their worker members.

The immediate and widespread
pacticipation m the strike is evi-
dence that it was not merely the
whim of a formerly responsible

Prime Minister Netanyahu and
Finance Minister Meridor may
have been honest in expressing
thetr perplexity over the caose of
the strike, but they were also more
than a little disingenuous.

What lies behind the strike is 2
very real perception of the
Netanyahu government’s basic
hostility to workers' interests.

Netanyabu makes frequent ref-
erences to his vision of a
Thatcherite future for Isrzel, and
has not disguised his intention to
privatize large parts of the pub-
licly owned economy. The more
well-to-do workers correctly per-
ceive these as direly threatening

Super-rich vs. workers

their interests. .

Privarization is at times 2 real
improvement over public owner-
ship; but commitment to privat-
zation as an ideology always
leads to higher unemployment
and to the pauperization of large
mof the well-established work

The growing income gap in this
country has not been merely
between those at the top and those
at the bottom; the chasm between
the very tich and the upper-mid-
dle-incmﬁ has also

wI -

The government's ideological
biases wenre given expression this
week in the denouement of the
budget debate in the Knesset
Finance Committee.

When it was forced to give in to
demands that it revoke budget

- proposals that would have hit pri-
marily at the poor, the Treasury

pulled a fast one by, in effect, rais-
mg income taxes on middle-level
eamings and abolishing tax ease-
ments for working women.

A government that was not ide-
ologically committed to the super-
rich al' the expense of everyone

9b. in National Insurance ease-
ments to employers and rzising
marginal tax rates at the top. But
that was umthinkable for
Netanyahu and Meridor.

A government with such eco-
nogotials with workers' Topresch.
negotiate with workers’ represen-
tatves on an honest basis should
not be surprised to find itself con-
fronted by all the striking force
those workers can muster. Its antd-
social imtentions need nipping in
the bud before they get a chance
to mature.

One can only hope that in this
confrontation the Histadrut learns
to focus jts strength on the gov-
ernment while refraining from hit-
ting at the broader public, thus
weakening its own positions,

The writer comments on public

affairs.

Taking a moral stand -

short while ago in Britain,

two Palestnian terrorists

got 20-year sentences for
bombing attacks — in which no
one got killed — on Israeli and
Jewish targets there. The judge,
expressing moral disgnst, recom-
mended that the two terrorists be
expelled from Britain after serv-
ing their sentences.

A short while ago in Israel, two
members of an Israeli family -
and got away with it. They fled to
the safery of Ramallah, coptrolled
by the Palestinian Authority,
were apprehended and given

prison senlences™ that everyone
knows are a joke.

Our present govemment was
elected largely because Israelis
Telt Jewish life had become cheap
in Ysrael. But it now seems that
principle is part of the “imre-
versible” Jegacy inherited from
the previous government.

_When they were in the opposi-
ion, Binyamin Netanyahu and
other critics of the Oslo accords
complained that the Rabin-Peresg
government had no real red lines.

What would have to happen,

menting their secular education  youth-movement - memnbers asked, for thar sovernmen
with Jewish studies and youth- deserve our respect, admiration, gﬂymmke‘[asserm;fatmraskf
movement activities. Many do  encouragement and support. to apply the brakes to the
commanity service — with the MARLENE EDITH POST  “process™
elderly, zh.e handicapped, and National and International ~ "Now we know something about
lpmmomgmm‘mﬁmm ﬂ;‘fo?dtubanks.‘ ! President,  this government’s “red lines.” We
promoting I CY, oTing Hadassah know it does not draw the line at
eprived childrén. They care -  Jerusalem. lexting Palestinians get away with
CRUDE HEADLINE "Not that we should worry
the article with a crudely sarcastic  to ape the uglier aspects of Istaeli  Justice Ministe Tuh;ou' :
mmypxchlgd; “Brotheriy joumahsm,ﬂmemllbehnlem- wiﬂbemﬁngtl:emughm
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P. DAVID HORNIK

During the three nightmare
years leading up to the last elec-
tions very few Israelis went so far
“dema?finmestreels
against the reiga of terror. Only in
May 1996 did Isracli Jews m::ke

It's good to know that
there is still a country
where Jews can
walk in dignity

their statement, voting over-
whelmingly for Netanyahu and
for right-wing, religious, or cea-
S

ut now it's still season
':gm:lis —and ﬂle!'e?f;lﬁhcre 1:3

go.
The Likud, Tsomet
Nation al Religious and the

murderable, and we can’t exact}
for a ':i]t e e raséals mﬁ

n - : H -
2000, wing alternative in
The left-wi i :
sunk 08 evl f maoraland e
lectual squalor that sullies the
memary of the great Labor Zionist
Yes, some Labor MK were nice
enough noBvxsit the bereaved Tzur

Y. bBut criticize Araf;

Demand that he ;:]loz:w agr:::
ments? Suggrst that perhaps some

its only real enemies are other
Israelis, ther
Even Ehud Barak can, at most,
manage to give Arafat a light ver-
bal tap on the wrist, all the while
joming in the releatless, automatic
excoration of Netanyahu,

THE MARCH of madness and
‘“s“é‘é"ini“%’s“‘
and Israel the tran-

sceadent goal — which justifies
abandoning the most basic moral
principles — is 1 create an anti-
US, anti-Israel terrorist state along
our conn'acm:g borders,

yéars mio this "process“
Wwe are not futher from ‘war, bur
closer to it. Syria is no less mili-
tant; Egypt and the Palestinians
are more militant; Israel is weak-
ened, divided,

there will be peace, but thar Arab
states will not join in the srae] PA
War that is certain to break ont.

o Sueh desabilzason i not in
A€1ICan mieres : .
Ty ];s n&fe inslwl !;. and it certain-

ut W must go
of secular religion, e o
the eves of its latest Nelﬂn}’ahu

aitempt on their liveseqwgi?l gla:l::g
perators puststy ey 2nd the per-
it's Brita j_nPHHIShed. The - irony is

7’!& ﬂlu‘hor i.f a q
lator living in Jerusalgm ™ 0"

Ugly
image

ALEXANDER ZVIELLI

Y e
id-off Dimona texiile
,,l:lorkcrs who have been
: ; warehouse

sq .
for the past six months st
fire to dl:’:':-t attention to therr des-
peration and distess. One petson
narrowly escaped Severe IRy,
All of us should be warned.
While the govemment and the
Histadrat waste billions of
shekels fighting over politics and
prestige. causing the ecomomy
cevers harm, the needs of the
weakest swata of the population -
those in places like Dimona and
Yeroham - £0 1 .
Yet we ignore them at our peril.
These people mainiain our bor-
ders; they are the real ba/:ld:m_:e
of the country. We need towns in
the Negev and the Amva to be

trong and prosperous; lsmgl con-
:ists of more than Tel Aviv and

Haifa. ]

But what foreign company will
invest in a country plagued by
labor strife. one in which the
labor federation ali but declares
that it owns all industry?

If the government and the

i camnot work together in
places like Dimona — if all that
matters is the seven big tra_dc
unions — then what we are secing

The ongoing tragedy
of the Dimona textile
“workers reflects a
social sickness

- . to benefit from
.then allowed it

in Dimona today we will be wit-
nessing in Tel Aviv and Haifa
tomorTow.

The current conflict will lead o
large-scale joblessness. which
will eventually affect the strong
unions 100.

And in a counoy like Isracl,
unemployment is more dangerous
than any external threat.

WHICH brings us back to those
dasperare people in Dimona.
Veteran workers who had loyal-
ly served Dimona Textile for
many years suddenly found them-
selves laid off as a result of
“financial problems.” Alternative

by non-existent.

TV'sChannei 1 recently high="°

lishted the plight of these 280
families in heart-wringing fash-
ion, presenting a picture of mass

tragedy.

The fired workers were clearly
in shock; we saw them helplessly
squatting on the factory floor and
walking sadly among rusting
machinery.

Redundancy in an unprofitable

local texiile industry might seem
imperative. Bur is it” And must
the local texiile industry remain
unprofitable?
. With reports of Isracli industry
investing $800m. abroad ip 1996
and new textile plants opening in
Jordan, one wonders: What is the
real story behind Dimnona?

Many of its workers, emplayed
by the factory since its inception,
lost their peusion rights because
magt:meﬂ::: did not forward their

Tespective ion
funds. And they had nov};fen::l to
tum to for co i

Had their injuries been physical
they would have been treated
immediately. But their deep men-
tal trauma, their gnawing fear and
frustration was ignored. They
wsr: left to stew.

course, soon after their
drama began. in July, they were
visited by a throng of government
mmisters, party leaders and
to help, clappin ﬂ.’:.u pr&mising
their backs befo%e Tying back

hurrying back

But that belp was never deliv-
ered. The abandoned workers
scemed to be awaiting some
Godot who would never come,
Not knowing where to tumn, they
began to feel old, their lives wast-
ed, their futores bamren and idle.
Like people landed on some

u -
Toue. y had nothing 1o

To those who remember thar
our MKs gramed themselves a
30-percent wage increase earlier
this year, and stil] aspire to more,
who see Histadrut managers con-
smiing to draw large saaries
i, aking empry gestures,

The investors who be
Dimona Textile apparently di%g:;
tives offered the cash incen-

employnient, possibilities werg™
else would have made 0p its Tev- - virma )
“narrower—bread= --eme shortfall by slashing the NI§

[ T

| _ ———
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A conductor S falth 1n art Kiss reunion tour boosts
US concert 1ndustry

THEATER REVIEW
NAOM! DOUDAI

Taking s-des by Ronald Harwood.
Hebrew, Rivka Meshulah.
Direction: Micah Lewensohn.
Dengn. Ruth Dar. Lighting: Brian
Hebrew title,
Hmnatzeah The Cameri
Theater at ZOA Honse, Tel Aviv.

HE Cameri, ouce more

defying the popular predic-

tion' that theater is dying or
dead.closwthcoldyww:thth!s
breathtaking production. [ can
hardly remember an event & the-
ater that held me, with those

around me, =0 speiibound.

Wha:wehavehm:smeuﬂhc

‘ most releatlessly searching exam-

. authoritarian

inations of Naz: guilt ffom a post
war, postmiodern historical
specnve Ronald Harw a
pnze-wmnmg playwright, but
more to the point, a South African
Jew, dares to guestion the judp-
ment of history regarding the
depazified ‘wmt  stigmatized
German conductor Wilhelm
Furtwiingler. The mam thrust of
Taldng Sides is that Harwood pre-
{ends he doesn'r.
_Histh:tng:sbagedon the convic-
tion conductor, princi
a man of faith, believed mpauytbe
supremacy of art over politics. He
was inspired, perhaps maively, o
serve the Nazi regime in order to
rescue culture from barbarity. To
his own values he was no traitor.
At the most he was used, a propa-
ganda tool of an implacable
regime, In
Harwood’s own words, “For those

. who live in a democracy SO years

i

later, it’s easy to criticize. If T were
in the same situation, in the same
pericd, I don't know if 1 wonld
have behaved differently.”
Ultimately. with Beethoven’s

! Ninth playing in their ears,

!
1

. Harwood leaves the audience — as
the title implies ~ to decide for

ln.m.-.lfMnml:;I..ewen.m::vl'mt:mbln—

. zons what is a perfectly achieved

i
|
I

play with powerful direction, a
frusty translation, and consum-
mate casting.

Of the six roles, some of them at
times slightly overwronght, even
! the most minor is otherwise
" played 1o perfection. Merav
" Gruber's distranght wife of a
Jewish pianist though the bnefest

is deeply moving,

As the US colomel’s correct
German secretary, Shiri Golan's
chilling, sculpted presence, tense
.with inrier agony, is.a formidable. ..

-;mm:é'

of the leonine maesiro among

Complete with the mannerisms,
ﬂ:ehautemfmdtempﬁmouswm-
perameat o agmatmlivespiﬁt,
the personality he presents is a
powetﬁﬂmke-offof:hegrwvn-

Na:hanDatn:r,howcver as his
coarse and chmnsy, amti-coltoral
Armerican, futer byaumuasr.
-blogd Xyeation, .

gives the performance of a lifetime.

His colonel, now laconic, now
livid, is a timmph of simple sin-
cerity and strong fecling.

Fraught with alien weltanschu-
ung and warrng antimdes, the two
meet in some of the most stiring
scenes a Jewish audience can have
ever witnessed onstage.

This is a show that must be seen,
with the supplement of simultane-
ous translation if necessary.
Earphones, with the English ver-
sion spoken by the inimistable
Dawn Nadell and Johnny Pl:u]hps
.are now available. . ;

.Line distribution. , . .,

wasn't a particularly good

year for people in the US con-

cent indusry, unless you hap-

pened fo breathe fire, spit blood
and wear 2 lot of greasepaint.

Kiss's rennion tour was the op
money-camer in North America
for 1996, 12king in 343.6 million
and beating acts like Garth
Brooks, Neil Diamond and Rod
Stewart, the concert industry trade
publication Pollstar reported
Wednesday.

US consumers spent an estimat-
ed 51.05 billion on concerts dur-
ing 1996, Pollstar said. That’s up
slightly from the 5950 million in
1995 but not approaching the
record $1.4 billion set in 1994.

The increased dollar volume
was Jargely due to higher ticket
prices and masked a particularly
weak showing for many veteran
artists out on the road, said Gary
Bongzovaum. Pollstar editor,

Kiss was the spectacular excep-
tion. The band reunited its original
members, donned the curnbersome
costumes and wsed truckloads of
special effects for 92 dates - leav-
ing sellovts m their wake.
“Probably everybody except [Kiss
member] Gene Simmons was six-

ised by how strong that was,”

iovanni said.

The summer’s other high-profile
rock reanion — of the Sex Pistols -
didn’t even register in Poilsior's
wp 50 concert draws.

The concert circnit was flooded
this summer with stars of the
1970s — Styx, Kansas, Steely Dan,

Alanis Morissette was one of the year’s more popular acts.

Steve Miller, Chicago and Croshy,
Stills and Nash. Many played to a
lot of empty seats,

“The *70s acts didn’t work,
except for the Eagles and Kiss,”
said Jim Koplik of Metropolitan
Enmnamment. one of the

ortheast's top promoters.

“The *70s, 1 think ... are over.
There were 2 jot of *70s acts out
last year and I think most promot-
ers will stay away next year.”

Artists demanded increased
guaranteed payments to perform
this year, Bopgiovanni said.

That forced promoters to raise

ticket prices, tuming off all but the
fcts’ most fanatic followers,
Bongiovanni said.

It’s been a down year in peneral
for the music indusiry. Compact
d:scsalesareﬂatandmanymﬂme
business wonder if any anists will
emerge 1o Lift them out of the dol-
drums

On the plus side, a number of
acls established themselves as
solid, if mot spectacular, concert
draws this year: Alanis Morissette,

Oasis, Bush, Smaghing Pumpkins,
Phish and Ton Amos,
Bongiovanni said. (AP)

Travolta wins box-office battle

HRISTMAS Day was

indeed spirited for New

Line Cigema, whose
Michael was the surprise winner
of the holiday’s US box-office
competition. Despite mixed
reviews, Nora Ephron's film ~
feamring Jobn Travolta as a losty
archangel — took in $5.4 million
to push aside the two previous
weekend leaders, Jerry Maguire
and Beavis and Butt-head Do
America, which grossed about
33.1 million and $2.7 million.
respectively.

The PG-rated Michael cut
across demographic lines and was
as strong in small towns as in big
cites, said Al Shapiro. senior
execurive vice president of New

R AI

.“Since -many-, :hea:ers

open until 5 or 6 [p.m.] yesterday,
the wue test of how Mickael will
fare should be today,” he said
Thursday. “Still, we always
expected it to be big. John
Travolta is 2 bhuge star. The only
one who can compete with him is
Tom Craise — and he had his day
[in Maguire} last week™

1o other openings, the critically
panned Terms of Endearment fol-
low-up, The Evening Star, took in
51.1 miliion on 1,263 screens for
ninth place.

The controversial Evita brought
in more than $71,000 in two the-
aters. Shows were sold out at
Hollywood’s Cineramz Dome,
where it set a ope-day house
record, as well as at Manhattan’s

Sony..Lingoln... .. which ..
-adgd. Ay lut-misngl“t:&mdnight...

screening. The film will open in
21 more cities Wednesday and go
wide January 10.
BAlsoks mj}xm:ht:rd release, Alberi
rooks’s Mother grossed approx-
imately $53.866 in six theaters;
Kenneth Branagh's Hamler did
capacity busipess in threz the-
aters, bringing in more than
$30,000 despitz 2 four-hour run-
ning time that limited the number
of daily shows to three;
Gramercy's The Porrrait of a
Lady took in $10,311 in three the-
aters and I'm Not Rappaport
$3,081 in two theaters;
Columbia’s Some Mother's Son
ook in $3,034 on three screens
while the studio’s The People vs.
Larry Flynt took in an estimated
$48.000 at five thqaters.
. (LA Times)

e u Emas e Py

Voice of
Army
. Radio,
Leah Oz,
dead at 31

BAH Oz, the Army Radio
broadcaster ose  sexy

om Army Radio and been under-
ying treamment for depression
sufting from the high-stress job
hich she had dedicated berself to
xe 1982, when she began work-
2 at Army Radio to fulfill her IDF
rvice. However,” her mother

ot so single
" Cortese, who played

¢'s evil brother in Melrose )

1d is a former MTV host,
g the cast of NBC's The
Guy on six wpcoming
:in the US, playing a

befriends

bencrhnn-y-thenemo:k

¥ plans to pull The Single

1 its schedules.
(Washmgronl’ost)

IPO’S all—star celebrations:
A landmark in musical history

ISRAEL. Philharmonic
Orchestra’s 60th anniver-
sary celebrations continued

with two exceptional musical cel-
ebrations and a disappointing con-
cert.

The display of the finest violin-
ists in the world in a long evening
of violin fireworks was one of the
festival’s most exciting events.
Three hours of superb piano play-
ing featured a sublime, controlled
and powerful reading of Bruch's
First Violin Concerto by Shlomo
Mintz, and the spectacular playing
of two shorter French pieces by
Maxim Vengerov.

The real star of the evening, Gil
Shaham, mesmerized the audience

with his caressing ing of the
Dvorak Romance anr:lag:grmim
sweeping rendition of Sarasate’s

Carmen Fontasy.

Danie] Barenboim's rendition of
ﬁmsﬁjﬂhm"m“ﬁiﬁ
ymmusx £TEAMESS [0 W]

orchestra responded with will-

mgenthumsm. Pinchas Zukerman

played = Besthoven's
in a similar manmer.

But at the actoal 60th apniver-
sary gala, it seemed as though the
orchestta had had enough. Tt
played magically mider
Barenboim in the overuxe to
Oberon (Weber). But its rendition
of Brahms’s Second Symphony
was stale. Even the playing of a
Mozart serenade left a lot to be

Overall, however, this 10-day
musical bonanza was one of the
greatest musical festivals in the
history of lsrzel, the TPO and
probably the world.

Mann Auditorium, Tel Aviv,
December 22, 24, 25,
Hkhael.djuumdt

LOUIS Loriie presented 2 poetic
and delicate reading of the
Schumann piano concerto in his
performance with the Haifa
Symphony Orchestra onder the
sensitive baton of music diector
Stanley Sperber.
Al one point it seemed as if we
are m the midst of an outburst of
emotions, and in the center of the
romantic stormy era i which the
protagonist over his fate.
Yet then came a moment of tender
beanty celebrating the joy of love
and ng its S,
Aﬂmobmgswbe:haat
the most beantiful cadenza or in
the subtle dialogue with the
orchestra, or whether in the open-
ing and closing grand movement
or the middle more gentle one.
Lortie is not only a grear pianist.
‘What impresses you in his perfor-

"mance is the way he interprets the

music, the way he delves into the
bottom of the score and his inper
self to reveal some of the most
beagtiful lines wrmen by
Schumann,
Inshortageat-:endmnnbya
first- rate pianist
Haifa Auditorisan, Dec. 21.
chhaelA_;zenM

THE Liturgica’s ocpening concert
‘sacred texts ﬁom three
different cultures ~ German-
Reomantic, Henparian  and
American-Jewish. Bur it was short
an oo Jesislem Symphon
e em Sym
Orchestra 'and the Sco:tu;%zr
National Chorus, condncted by
Dav_idShaﬂon. fmquenﬂy failedr.o

TOWER RECORDS’ TOP 15

Tower Records® top-salling albumms for lest weak -

o] 4 7 OsT .
2 2 6  TONIBRAXTON SECRETS

188 5 7  SPICEGRLS" SPICE ...

M 6 18 . RAMIKLEINSTEIN COLLECTION -

;s 1 4  EHUD BANAI " QDMEAT . -

8 10 6 VA - SPIRITS OF THE

# 1 .12 SIMPLYRED GREATEST HITS _
28 3 5 ENIGMA - LE ROI ESTMORT - {-
g8 7 3  NODOUST . TRAGIC KINGOOM-

MO 12 41  SHLOMOARTZ . TWO L
#1 1. - 8 ' VAYAGONDIOS BESTOF

#412 15 . 4  GEORGEMICHARL OIDER - :
#13 22 2  RONTSHAHAR . FAREWELL 7O INNOGENCE
#14 18 - 2  FRIENDS OF NATASHA THE CONCERT . .
#H5 20 3 VA S HTUSTE -

achieve a reasonable balance of
sound.

Mendelssohn's Psalm 42 was
rendmed] in grand English oratorio
style

The choir sounded as if it was
on alien uglnmxy and]the;opra
nos, even cbnght.cenr e
Nassief, were harsh. fley

The thearrical rather than Liturgi-
cal aspects were emphasized m
LeonardBmtemsKaddnh.And

narrator Haim Topol’s amplifica-

tion system exacerbated his sticky
pathos.

There was consolation in
Kodaly's Psalmus Hungaricus.
Tamas Daroczi’s lyric tenor blend-
ed in well with the choir, whose
impressive masses of sound
refiected this work’s spirit.

Jerusalem Theater, Dec. 24.
Ory Eppstein

THE Hille] Hebrew University
Orchestra conducted by Anita
Kamien, ane of the country’s few
female conductors, selected a
Romanu'c program for its winter

The o:chesu'a displays a rich,
balariced sound, accurate intona-
tion ~ mainly in the strings — and
above all, enthusiasm. The romsam-
tic ambiance of Weber's
Freischiitz ~ Overfure  and
Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony
was conveyed with warmth and
mmvolvement

Russian-born  Emi] Ismacl

Chudnovsky (26), the soloist in
Tehaikovsky's Violin Conceno.
furnished evidence of consider-
able mlent with his brilliant tone,
virtuoso ta::hmquc and sensitive
lyricism, expressing the compos-
er's overflowing emotionality
without gliding mnto sentimentali-

If cultivated cantiously, his
remarkable gifts may sdll mature
into a muosical personality of
stature.

Jerusalem Theater. Dec. 21.
Ury Eppstein

TWO important young Isracli
artists took time out of aspiring
solo careers w0 collaborate on a
performance of a distingnished but
rarely performed cycle, Die
Schone Magelorne by Brahms — a
collection of 15 romances on texts
by German poet and dramarist
Ludwxg Tieck (1773-1853).

Yaron Windmuller’s carefully
placed lyric baritone lent a studied
tonal focus o each vocal phrase.
His wandering aroumd the piano
added a modernist touch.

This intellectnal approach was
balanced by warm intuitive
Accompaniments by pianist Daniel
Gortler, effectively blending
melodic commentary, textured
imer voices, and bass.

Their collaboration represents a
new sabra ion’s rediscov-
ery of 10th-century cmotive

TO01S.
Beersheba Conservalory,
December 20.
Max Starn

The Moshe Dayan Center for
- Middle Eastern and African Studies

.The Anpual Jimmy Carter Lecture
1o be delivered by

Dr. Saeb Erakat

on

‘The Palestinian-Israeli Negotiations:
" The Road Ahead

The lecture will take place on Thursday, January 2, 1997,
18 15 in the Bar Shira Auditorium, Ramat Aviv Campus.

- The public Is invited -

Women raise profile

of Ramat

Hasharon

MICHAEL AJZENSTADT

YEAR ago, in Istanbul,
Menabem Nebenhaus
stunned the waiters in a
restanrant he entered with his
orchestrz becanse “...it had been
a while since they had seen one
man entering their restanrant
surrounded by 14 women.”
‘While many bave argued that
the all-female Isracl Cameralia
Ramat Hasharon is basically a
gimmick, Nebenbaus, one of
Israel's promising conductors,
adamantly believes that “the
immick ends after a few bars.
en it is just the music.”
‘Which 15 why the orchestra
pnow even has 2 maje double-bass
playec
“There is no reason to break
the orchestra tradition of female
musicians, but the quality must
come first. There is no female
monopoly here, quite the con-

In its early stages, the
Camerata played a very conserv-
ative repertoire basically com-
prising Mozart, Corelli. and
Handel. Nebephaps somewhart
extended this repertoire to
include romantic and classic
composers who wrote for a
string ensemble, as well as con-
temy COMPOSETS.

“I-:‘?;?L:ry this season we per-
formed & concert for electric gui-
tar by Yaron Gotfried and next

season we will premiere a new
opus by Ramat Hasharon native
composer Hagar Kadima.™

Nebenhans, 36, continues to
teach and conduct youtbh orches-
tras in Israel and abroad, and
also to lead concens in festivals
and with orchestras all over the
worlid.

Next month he will lead a
series of concerts with the Haifa
Symphony Orchestra, in which
he chose a somewhat unusual
program including the rarely
performed  Sibelius  Sixth
Symphony. and a baroque vocal
work by Viadana which he
arranged for the orchestra and
which will be performed in a
quasi-stereo setting in which the
andiepce will be sandwiched by
the brass and sirings.

Before that. however,
Nebenhaus brings bis Camerata
orchestra to the Tel Aviv

Muscum this Saturday for a
somewhat intriguing program of
compositions by Pachelbel,
Elgar and Shostakovich as well
as the Glazunov Saxophone
Concerio with Yakira Levi as
soloist.

The program is repeated next
Sunday in Ramat Hasharon.

This season the Camerata
plays each of its six programs in
Tel Aviv as well as in jts home
town,

ISRAEL FOUNDATION FOR

[7' N
FLAN

HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

ONE BRUSHSTROKE
AND ANOTHER
Exhibition of paintings
by residents of the
[LAN HOME FOR THE HANDICAPPED, GILO

at the City Gellery, 17 Jaffa St, Jerusalem

under the patronage of Aliza Olmert,
wife nfg;e Mayor of Jerusalem

Opening: Tuesday, December 31, 1996, at 5 p.m.

Greetings:
Taanar Kollek - Honorary President, ILAN-Jerusalem
Yehroram Gaou - Member of the City Counel, Holder of the Arts Portfolio, 20d
D:ruaorof:heAmhnmyforRmdmumthSpemlNeeds
Hedva Harkavl - Axtist

: Exhibition cldses January 531, 1997
Gallery hours: Sun. - Thar. 9 am. - 7pm,Fi.%9am -1pm.

Supparted by the Natiozal Insurance Institue, the Jerusalem Foundation,
apd the Aris Division of the Jerusalem Municipality




Cement
firms:
No room
‘here for
Japanese
‘producer

.GALIT LIPKIS BECK

THE local cement market “has
no room” for another major pro-
docer, sources in the industy
said yesterday. in response to
reports that a large Japanese con-
glomerate wants to build a
cement plant here at an 1mvest-
ment of some $250 million-$300
e piant wil jally bite
The t potentially
desp igto the market share of
Nesher Cement, the couniry's sole

The y, which is jointly
owned by the Clal-Israel and Koor
Industries, has three facilities
which compete with variocus

cxpressed doubt that a foreign
company intends 1o make such a
large investment at a time when
there is an oversupply of cement
in the local market.
About a month ago. Nesher
ing director Yitzhak Davidi
forecast demand for cement
would fall five percent in 1997.
The forecast was based on the
drop in building starts in 1996,
which has led to 2 drop in demand
and accumulation of stock. In
Nesher was forced to tem-
porarily shut down three mills
because it had accumulated a
large quantity of cement Which is
difficalt to store over long peri-
ods.
Neither Davidi nor Nesher
chajrman Yossi Rosen could be

n o .‘fq_:._ : - !'!m::v

interest in entering the local
cemient market. but all backed out.
One reason is the fact that the mar-
ket is very capital-intensive, said a
source. .

Nesher’s board of directors
recently decided to establish a
dry-ime for the production of
clinker at its plant in Ramle at an
investment of $175m. The dry-
line, which will produce about
5000 tons of clinker a day, Is
scheduled to be compieted by
mid-1999.

' THE JERUSALEM

' BusINESS & FINANCE

‘96 growth slowed to 4.4%;

unemployment down to 6.5%

THE economy expanded by an overall 4.4 per-
after having grown by 7.1% and
during 1995 a.nd 1994 respectively, the .
Central Burean of Statistics reported yesterday. reguests regisiered some growth.

Busi growth stood at 5.2%, while
industrial growth reached 5.6%., and construc-

tion activity expanded by 4.8%.

cent this year,
6.4%

economic data gathered through November.
While the figures clearly support accumulat-
ing datz which indicate the cconomy has been
slowing down over the past two quarters,
half a decade of robust growth, the CBS also
unemployment bas deciined to

reported that
6.5% from 7% during 1995.

However, the CBS szid tt_he labor market
began showing some signs of weakness during
the second half of the year. when job applica-

Jerusalem Post Staff

macrg- — Busmess-sector

Gross capita
after
each of the two

tions and unemployment compensation

reached $16,900, after growing by 4% during *

precedmyg years.

On the down side. the trade deficit hit a
record $10.7 billion, according to preliminary
data, after reaching $9.8b. during the previous
year and $7.9b. during 1994,

The cuzrent account deficit. which measures

uct rose 2% and to 8% as

1592.

A Pakistan vendor parks lis

L

E
a
LS

food stall, containing snacks and tea, in the sea at a Karachi beach

iy

yesterday. It is not umcommon for stallholders to wade a few feet into the sea, becanse it gives them
an advantage in catching customers looking for something to eat or drink after they swim. (Reuter)
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AGHDAD (Rent) - Tragis roly- -

ing on food rations for mere than
5ix years will have to wait a little
longer before scemg the fruits of
Baghdad’s newly implemented
oil-for-food deal with the UN.

There was no change in the
amount of rations for January lsted
in a government announcement
printed in official newspapers yes-
terday. Officials have promised to
increase the mations after the
implementation of the deal but can-
tioned that it would take some time
to sell the oil and buy the food.

ilrag started limited oil exports
three weeks ago. Under the pact,
Baghdad is allowed to sell 32 bil-
lion worth of oil every six months
to buy food and medicine for the
Iraqi population, suffering from
stringent trade sanctions imposed
after Irag’s 1990 invasion of
Kowait.

Officials have not said when the
food will arrive.

Each Iraqi is currently entitled to
1.25 kg. of rice, 7 kg. of flour, 500
grams of sugar, 750 grams of cook-
ing oil, and 100 grams of tea every

one), or who s

® Achild aged 3-18

(up to age 14)
- who receives di

ear of 45 decibels

after the transplant.

- . A1 5_ red z [ . :
@ An infant who is not yet 3 years old, who suffers from a severe iliness
(including a malignant disease or a severe secondary disease caused b

rs from a severe development problem, or who is bfind -

in accordance with the regulations.

- who is not able to perform eve
eating, personal hyg
prevent him from endangering his

- who suffers {rom one of the following:
autism, P.D.D., schizophrenia, blindn

® An infant or child who has unde
pancreas, live, bone marrow from

National
Insurance
Institute

Benefit Rights for a Handicapped Child Broadened
to Include all Income Groups

Effective January 1, 1 995 all parents of handicapped children who fall into the
categories listed below will be entitled to benefits regardiess of their income.

Parents who submit ciairps not later than march 9, 1897 will be efigible for a
gﬁggilt Itsapyemnggt rbeut;‘o%(;:hvelto J;nuary 1, 1895, or to the beginning of their

) not earlier than January 1, 1995. Those submitting a clai
after March 9, 1997, who are found to bea.ry eonly
from the first of the month in which the claim was made.

eligible, will receive the benefit only

| everyday activities without major assistance
from another person {getting around his house, dressin;,’ washing,

iene), or who is need of constant supexvision to
life or that of others;

dysautonomia, cystic fibrosis,
ess,thiaissemia, (l:lyas;lmophilia A

) Fe alysis treatment at least twice a week, m
radiation treatments for 2 malignant dissase eek, or chemotherapy or

@ An infant with Down's Syndrome
® An infant or child with impaired hearing with a hearing threshold in each

rgone a transplant (kidney, heart,
a foreign donor) - dunq:g tﬁz first year

ar reprieve for Iraqis

month. These items are sold by the
government at giveaway prices.

Traders and money dealers in
Baghdad said that the Iraqi curren-
cy slipped slightly against the dol-
lar yesterday because there was no
increase in rations in the

for distribution.

The dinar was trading at 1,200 to
the dollar, compared to 1,100 on
Sanday.

and%lg_vicﬁ, as well as umilateral transfers,-
reached $4.6b., or 48% of gross domestic
pmducr..mwdmgm preliminary
'maﬁGoimr_unipn_texpmsesequalledﬂ%of _

- The annua} pace of import growth slowed o

.CBS esti-

to 9% duzring the previc_ms

year and 12%-15% during the four preceding

years. Direct defense-related mports,

Tase 17% after growing by 11% durng 1995.
The public’s savings continued .to shrink,

reaching 4% of available income, as

to 5% the previous year, and more than 1}1% in

Bankers: -S_tﬁke,’s
‘month’s-end -
- timing

_' '.may' be harmful -

' GALIT LIPIIS BECK

CONSIDERING the stifke’s coin-

cidence with the month’s end, the
public stands to suffer comsider-
able financial losses unless the
labor upheaval comes 1o an end,
bankers said yesterday. .

Bank workers retumed to work
vesterday afternoon, following
siikes in almost all branches n
the morning. So far, bankers claim
the strike has inconvenienced cus-
tomers but bas otherwise cansed
relatively little dzamage.

However, if the sirike continues
complications are expected to sur-
face since it is coming both at the

end of a month and 2 calendar

year. .

Assuming the bank workers con-
tinue to strike, employees will not
be able to withdraw their wages.qr

" make end-of-the-month paymenys.

Meanwhile, Ze'ev Abecies,
isor of banks at the Bank of

SUpeIvisor
Istael, instructed the banks not to

calcolate Monday as a business
day. This means that Sunday’s for-
I addition, payment obligations

which were due to be

Y, o Y.
First International Baok branch-

€5 were the first to open yesterday,

three hours after the start of the

strike. Several hours later, United
Mizrahi Bank, Union Bank, and

cs

remained closed all day. Traders
expressed fears that if the strike
continues, there is a risk that the last
few weeks’ positive

. German shares 'up- 28% in "96 ;_'

CLIFFORD COONAN

FRANKFURT (Reuter) - The
German stock

exchange yesterday
celebrated a record 1996, with the -

DAX-30 share index 28 percent
above its level at the end of 1995
and share trading volume vp 40.5
percent to DM 2,434 billion.

Dealers said share trading was
boosted by low interest rares and
the successfui flotation of
Deutsche Telekom AG, Europe’s
biggest-ever initial public offer-
ing, in November.
Business was also good on the
debt market and for futares and

options.

The Deutsche Telekom float
offered the opporumity w woo
small investors away from their
beloved bonds.

A pgreater terest in managed
equity funds also helped ease the
shift from debt, long perceived to

be relatively risk-free, to higher-
retmm but often riskier, equities,
they said. .

The busiest mouth of the year
for shares was March, when
tnmover was around DM 286H.
The Telekom flotation boosted
stock exchange iumover "in
November, normally a quiet
moath, to DM 249.3b. from DM
136.2b. a year earlier.

Deutsche Telekom, traded from
November 18, was the most heav-
ily traded stock in November, with

DM 34.6b. of its shares changing -

hands.

For the overall cash market, the
busiest month was January, with
total turnover of DM 967.5b., of
which aroond DM 724b. came
_from debt. Overall turmnover in the
German bond market in 1996 was
DM 6,550b.

Livnat to Bezeq: Stop favoring
- own Internet service
JUDY SIEGEL

COMMUNICATIONS Minister
Limor Livnat yesterday ordered
Bezeq to stop funneling calls to.its
135 Internet service in a way that
gives its Internet provider an
advantage over private providers.

Ministry i
Shlomo Waxe said that people
who -dial 135 10 hook up to the
Internet o a non-subscription

P ISRAEL DISCOUNT BANK

gy Fipirh B .

basis arc to be allowed to chose a
provider freely from a list, one of
which is Bezeqnet, :

The users provided a special ID -

number. But since the service was
inroduced a few weeks ago,
Bezeg linked many of the callers
directly t0 the Israel Internet
E 0 i o
ar
the other providers. of
A_fte.r the private providers com-
plained to the ministry, techni-
cians checked and found that they
were justified, Waxe said,

was not given permission to do .

this; it did this on its own.”

Frqm now omn, 135 service will
continue, but without Bezeq's
unfair advantage, Waxe said.

. In discussions with the rainistry,
It was agreed that all private
il::rnct providers would offer
services thron
135, and that Bezeqnet woﬁh&
dmIchc, itself from direct links to

No comment was availabje
Bezeq doe to yesterday's s

‘|- said yesterday.

however, -
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will be completed by February 15, accord-
inglpthqgasagmcmemsignedw:ﬂ:'rm.
-'Physié'u investments will begin by June, 1997 at the latest.™ he

. P from _day visit to Tehran, where he
said, afier amiving back .Gh:hfogmy‘&ghandeh and Turkmen

Deputy Prime Minister Batyr Sardjzev.
HegidThrhnmgnswoul;lfbeu:ansponedtomyaﬂuhmand
Jeted sections of a p 2 A :
%ﬁgpogﬁmumaspm a giant gas deal signed between
Ankara and Tehran in August. Reute

Qm‘ﬁfﬁéﬁg&immWMHvsﬁmmamm

mhe.theCenualBanksaidinapaidnoﬁoehhmomin:henaﬁmal
“The sliding core rate should be taken as an indicator of the aver-

fmmm&mmmﬁumﬂﬂmﬁﬂm

the bank said. .
Whmtbebandssysmwasﬁrst_estabﬁshedmlul?,themnal
Bankse:theomua!matﬂbbolwar_swdoﬂarwﬂhammﬂﬂy

depreciation rate of 1.5%. Rewter

Albania to camp down on tax evasion in 1997:Albania’s Prime
Minister Aleksander Meksi saidymdagﬂ:cgogamqentwquld
trytnhcrease:evennesnextymrbyhunchmgamagordrweagzmst
tax evasion, local news agency ATA .

Melksi said in an interview that tax evasion was the main source of
the budget deficit

“There is a deficit in the realization of the revepues... (Taxes and
revenues from customs) are the areas for which we are to work hard-
er in the future,” Meksi said, adding there would be no increase in

Albania’s budget deficit in October was 10% of gross domestic
product, according to latest Signres from the the Central Bank of

Meksi said Albania’s economic growth had zisen to 14% in 1996,
compared to 13.4% a year ago, and described ‘this as a major
achievement of his govermment. ) . Reuter

" cism. grows in Swéden, Piiié Minister Goran Persson has fuelled

Union (EMU) could twrans-
‘the European Union into a federation with uniform fiscal poli-

In a column in the daily newspaper Svenska Dagblader, Persson
that if fiscal policies became a wmion matter, the EU would

a federation, quite different from what was envisaged when
: to something completely different

than the EU the Swedish people, after some agony and a and

;ai‘-tyingdebm, approved (in a November 1994 referendum),” Persson

He refrained from saying whether he was for or against EMU bui
urged a discossion on what monetary union wou]dmreaﬂymm"

]
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Exchange, and Liberty was up $8 at $49.75 on Nasdaq.
mmfmg“g-mbmg leveland, operaies 59 benks in 12 states

Okishoma ity and Tulsa ™ 1% OPerates 29 banking offices in
The acquisition will make Banc One the operator

fate by 1.32 per--

rate expected o prevail through the year. However. |
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certified e-mail s to keep in

biking.

That’s according 1w The

public surveys.

poufs, he says. -

cocktail

IN 1997, America’s “in” crowd will socialize at
cocktail parties, spend vacations on cruises or
af spas. dress with a retro-"50s look and send

message
Ounly those behind the times will listen to
country music or rap, camp out or 2o mountain

Forecaster Almanac 1997, Denver anthor
Kim Long's 14th annual compendium of trend

Men will slick back their hair and grow side-
burns, and goatees - a badge of grunge music
devotees - will go mainstream. Two frends i
women’s hairstyles will be big hair and short

‘Younger people, who rediscovered the marti-
ni in recent years, are leading the revival of the
party, the social centerpiece of the
1950s and 1960s. the Forecaster says.

Cake will be downsized by bakers to appeal i /
to singles and consumers looking, for smaller of Bahy Boomers’ waning enthusiasm for

touch. end

American message.

predictions. Long’s predictions are based o 1996,
his pernsal of newspapers, magazines, rade  In fashion,
Jjournals, ooline databases, statistical data and

Feu-rer

JOE WHEELAN
DENVER

The US Postal Service will introduce certi-
fied e-mail in 1997, with a time and date stamp
to verify delivery. Initia! cost: 22 cents per

Country and rap music will lose ground, with
rap sales continuing the slide thar started in
ing to the Forecaster.

Glamour™ will gain a
firmer foothold as middle-age women begin
showing off their figures. Also, 2 return to fem-
intity may take hold, as laces, mifles and
bows become more popular.

The Forecaster says the nerd look has
become accepted fashion — from goofy glasses
down 1o shapeless shoes, but without the pock-
et protector. Other nerdy accessories that are
caiching on: shirts buttoned 1o the neck, mis-

. matched. foud paiterns and skin-tight paaots and
shirts

le will camp out fn 1997, a result

Predictions for the New Year
Cocktail parties, *50s look and
certified e-mail will be ‘in’ in 1997

roughing it. Mountain biking, inline skating
and windsnrfing will also lose their appeal.
Lock for
interest in “wellness™ vacarions that emphasize
weipht loss and heahthful relaxation, the
Forecoster said, .
Cuoba will become a popular vacation desti-

a boom in ocean cruises and new

nation as travel restrictions are retaxed and the

said,

commumist counlry continues modemizing its
hotels. And there appears to be no end in sight
to Las Vegas's Tuster, the Forecaster said.
Also on the hot list for 1997: preautographed
books, poetry, parking meters that accept cred-
it capds. watches that wansfer data to comput-
ers, snowshoeing, backyard golf and profes-

sional minizture golf.
Long said he was t of his 1996 pre-
dictions about the decline of CD-ROM pub-

Iishing and a trend among non-traditional pro-
fessions to adopt centification standards.

But he fared about as weil as economists in
predicting the Dow Jones average ~ be was too
low. His solution for 1997 was not to guass
about the stock market. “No aone can do it.” he

(AP)

Internet will offer new worlds, but more gridlock

SAMUEL PERRY
Palo Alto, Gal.

FOR many computer owaers,
1997 . will be the
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Net more Nfelike. But it iz also
likely to be marked by frequent

communications breakdowns
caused, in part, by increased
demand. - :

I wrote a vear ago about s col-
Iapse, but it's really collapses, get-
ting more frequent, decper and
longer,” said Robett Metcaife, the
inventor of the Ethernet computer
networking  technology and
founder of 3Com Corp who is now
vice president of iechnology at
International Data Group, of
Boston, Massachusetts.

Mercalfe said the congestion
that causes many people to call
the World Wide Web the “World
Wide Wait™ is only one of many
problems that can prompt it to
crash.

Major have been cansed
by such seemingly minor events as
2 rodent chewing 4 power cable or
an ampersand typed in the wrong
place iIn software on central
Intemnet devices. .

Over the summer, more thag six
million customers of America
Online Inc., the world’s’ largest
onlite  computer servicé, were
withont a service for 19 hours
because of a software problem. -

In October, a failure at Intermet
service provider BBN Corp's
Stznford University Interner facil-
ity cut off access for 400 top high
tech firms for nearly a day.

Expexts such as Metcalfe predict
similar types of outages next year
as telecommumications companies
and Enternet providers struggle to
keep up with demand.

. Still, Web stefers are also likely
to see many new features in 1997,
from advanced graphics to slick
ways to commupicate with each
other using animated characters in
virtual chat rooms and high-tech

games,

Dozens of companies, incloding
the Germany-based Black Sun
Interactive which recently opened
an omﬁon in San Francisco,
have developing new virmal
worlds based ;gw a wﬁmfmg
called Virual ity g
Langpage (VRML), '

The iechnology, pronounced
“v:r-n;ﬂ," enazbles creators fglf_
muli-player computer games,
example, to dedign lifeltke charae-
ters and three-dimensional set-
tings that will exploit new 3-D
compuier chip designs and speed-
ed-up microprocessors with added
multimedia festures doe next year.

New capabilities include inter-
active, three-dimensional fly-over
cities created by the startup
Bigbook, which zllows users to
swoop down on a building and
click on it with a monse to see
who the occupants are.

But as the Net becomes more
lifelike, the prospects for 4 show-
down between regulators and free-

speech advocates ovey the issue of .

online pornography is likely to
increase,

In October, the US Federal
Bureau of Investigation szid it was
investigating en electronic mail
message sent to thousands of
Internet hum‘:rsf s;;ﬂ"e:ing chiid

or sale,
po_;‘g:%r:gsgm of whether to regu-
late the content of the Intemei,
both within a country’s borders
and internatioually, comes as offi-
cials in Washington ar¢ pressing
for reductions in sexual and vio-
lent content in film and television.

One solution offered by some
software fmms is a device like
television's V-chip, which zllows
parcnits 1o resiTict access to certain
p?lextyearwill also’see new elec-
tronic communities in which peo-
ple can participats as comsumcr,

customer, coniribuior Or even
mvestor In enterprises over the
Web,

Alhough 1997 will not be the
year people rash out 10 do all their
shopping on line, it wilj be a crit-
cal year for deploying the tech-
nologies that will make elecironic
commerce widely available in
1998 and 1999, according to ana-
lysts.

Michael Parekh, Internet analyst
at Goldman Sachs, expects com-
panies to coptinpe using Imernet
tethnology both in internal net-
works, known as Inmraness, and to
create what are known as
Extranets, to reach customers and

“The big thing for 1997 is going
to be the way users think of the
‘Web goes from a pull paradigm to
a push paradigm,” he said, refer-
ring to the goal of being able to
send datz to individuals- rather
than waiting for them to seek it

In the US, only about one third
of the county’s 97 million house-
bolds have s personal computer,
and just 11 percent of US house-
holds are estimoted to have the
modem devices necessary to Iink
them to the Interner

Faster, 36-kilobit modems are
due next year, but analysts expect

a battle over standards will slow -

(Reuter)

thefr spread.

Eurobourses
gain, topping
fine year

WORLD MARKET ROUNDUP

LONDON (Reuter) - Key
European stock markets advanced
yesterday, with London hitting a
pnew high, while Wall Soeet, fol-
}__armiang op a ﬂ;ﬁeford close on
iday, made er in
early New York busin:ls’;.om

A quiet day is expected today
with Japan and soms Eurapean
centers, including Germany, on
holiday.

Freezing winter weather, mean-
while, sent oil prices surging.
London February futares for mar-
ket benchmark Nogth Sea Brent
Blend crude jumped 55 cents 1o a
high of $23.97 a barrel before edg-
ing back to 323.77 by late after
noon.

Stength in the dolar — good
unews for German exporters ~
helped boost the Frankfurt bourse
almost 1.3 percent on its final ses-
sion of 1996 to score a gain for the
year as a whole of just over 28%.

Wall Street’s buoyancy, together
with higher futores and bonds and
izkeover speculation, prompted
the Londor sweck market,
Europe’s busiest, ta move ap into
uncharted territory.

The FTSE 100 index of leading
British shares ended 24.7 peints
higher at 4,115.7, its hi ever
intraday and closing level. It fin-
ished 1995 at what was then a
record 3,689.3 close.

Speculation that  British
Aerospace would merge with

another group boosted its chares
by 50 pence, or more than 4%, ta
a record £12.75. Shares in British
fmped also gained < as in!::rshm
o} stores wonld re
Christmas sales. port Pt
The Paris bourse, which like
London will be open for a final
1996 session today, also moved
ahead to show a gain on the vear
of almost 23.9%, French shargs
ook their cue for a rise from Wall
Em. a stronger franc and higher

The CAC-40 share index ended
up 11,68 a1 2,318.63. It closed last
year at 1,980.68.

. In Frankfurt the 30-share DAX
index ended floor trade at
2,888.69 points, up 35.81 points or
1.26% and only just over 20 poinls
below its record closing level. It
eased a little to finish Ister ejec-
:mBnic uaged at 2,880.07.

ot while many other maj

stock markets bave hit new hi&
in 1996, Tokyo ended its final
trading day of the year at just half
its record level of seven years ago.

The Nikkei average closed s
19,361.35, down 7.69 poius on
the day and around 500 below its
1995 close.

Concern abont the weakness of
the Japanese economy and its sag-
ging stocks pur more pressure on
the yen, with movements exagger-
ated by the thin end-of-year mar-
kets, dealers said.

. Late profit-taking
sends Dow lower

WALL STREET REPORT

NEW YORK {AP) —Stocks pulled
lower near the close yesterday as
investors tinkered with their port-
folios before the year's end, secur-
ing some profits from last week’s
modest rally.

On 'Wall Sireet, the Dow Jomes
industrial average t¢losed down
11.54 points at 6.549.37, after
bolding a gain of about 20 points
Jjust 15 minutes before the close.

Broader-market indexes also
slid into the close, erasing gains
that would have given some mea-
sures their first record highs in 2
month.

Stocks drew some early support

from the bond marker, whese
prices rose and interest rates fell as
the dollar improved in currency
trading.
But the advance in the Treasury
market was muffled by some
potentially inflationary indications
In the day’s economic news.

The National Association of
Realtors reported that sales of
existing homes unexpectedly rose
1.8 percent in November, the first
merease in six months, as mori-
gage rates continued (o fall. Many
analysts had expected the mlly to
dip last month.

The prospect of growing demand

for houses and home fumishings
spurred some concerns about infia.
"don, which hurts fixed-income
investrents such as bonds.
Earlier, the Conference Board

research group Teported- thar jtx-
ncresséd” 0.1% in Novéibdr' K"
was the 10th straight month with-
ont a drop in the Index of Leading
Economic Indicators and the latest
piece of evidence pointing to
moderate

Advancing issues oummumbered
decliners by more then a 5-to0-4
margin on the New York Stock
Exchapge, with 1,406 up. 1,106
down and 842 um

NYSE volume totaled 339.01
million shares as of 4 p.m., vs,
252.48 million in the previous ses-
sion.

The Stapndard and Poor’s 500-
stock Index fell 2.94 to 753.853,
and the NYSE’s composite indéx
fell 0.68 to 397.42.

Bundesbank president:
EMU to reduce economic
independence

FRANKFURT (Reuter) -
Bundesbank Pm;gent Hans
Tietmeyer has stepped into a row
over the future Emnpeano“m Sllt.iﬂ_t
currency by saying i w clear-
ly reduce the fimancial and eco-
nomic independence of those
coupizies involved. : be
Tiemneyer, n an article 10

published n Germany's
Handelshlart newspaper today.
said economic and] 9:9:§onetﬂu1g
tmion (EMUJ) due in wol

demand a “high degree of lasting
common interest” among all of the

participants.

~Tt wonld be wishfidl thinking to
believe that within currency umion
the independence of the member
countries...can be fully retained in
economic and financial policies.”
he szid in a copy of the asticle
released before publicaton.

Tietmeyer'’s comments came
after German Foreign Minister
Klaus Kinke! had carlier earaged
British politicians by warning
Britain that it must decide whether
it wanted closer integration withm

or not.

Kinke] had used a New Year
message to tell Britain it needed 10
reach “a clear decision™ on iis

policy. “Britain belongs
o , Euntope needs Britain,"
he added. .

John Major's Conservative gov-
emment has not yet made up its
mind on whether it wants to join
EMU in 1999, and the isse is
becoming increasingly scnsitive
as the country gears up for a gen-
eral election dug by next May.

A spokesmen for Kinkel later
denied thar the comrnents were an

attempt to influence the mternal
affairs of another country, saying
the statement was intended as an
expression of goodwill.

Unease about the potential
impact of EMU on the national
policies of individual countries
bhad earlier been expressed by
Swedish Prime Minister Goran
Persson, who warned that thé
fotore European Cemiral Bank
might become too powerfil.

“The common, strong and inde-
pendent central bank thar will
hapdle the common monetary
policy on its own might lack a
counterbalancing  force i
Ewopean fiscal policies.” he
wrote in an editorial article for a
Swedish newspaper.

Persson said that while Sweden
would be able to jon EMU if it
wanted, the power of such central
aumthoriies could mean that
Enropean Union would be trans-
formed into something quite dif-
ferent froma that which the Swedes
voted to join in 1994. .

But the Bundesbank’s Tietmeyer
stessed in his article that the
anival of the Euro would make it
more important for counties 0
amune their mtemnal policies to
those in the Tardcrﬁcsl::lma% union.

“In particular, wage
policies must (as a result) be fired
o the demands of currency union
and, what's more, over the long-
nm,” be said.

Isolated reactions by EMU-
member countries to external
evenls — such as the oil crisis of
the 1970s — cowid run in conflict
1o wider Earppean monetary poli-
cy. he said. )
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England
Test rained
out, sides

draw

HARARE, Zimhabwe. (AP) -
The second and last cricket Test
between  Zimbabwe and
England was called off yester-
day two hours before play was
due to resume on the ffth and
final day. .

Heavy overnight rain had
swamped the edge of the playing
square and it proved fmpossible
for ground staff to carty out
mopping up operations in time
for any prospect of a rew_ﬂt.

A victory for either side was
unlikely in any event and by
general consent between the
umpires and the two captains,
Alistair Campbell and Mike
Atherton, the match was aban-
d‘E’ed- had fFective lead

agland an e e
of 136 overnight, having
reached 195-3, with Alec
Stewart on 101 and Graham
Thorpe on 50. It was Stewart’s
ninth Test centary.

They constructed a 106 runs

hip for the fourth wick-
et following the loss of Atherton,
Nick Knunight and Nasser
Hussain, and put Engiand in a
command of events.

With one day left, Atherton
would have expected to declare
at some stage, leaving
Zimbabwe a near impossible
target, but with enough time to
get them out if they collapsed.

However, the rain storms,
prevalent in Zimbabwe at this
ﬁI:: of year, prevented any such
plan being put into effect

The moral victory, following
two drawn Tests, belongs to
England.

it needed only one more run
before time ran out in Bulawayo
before Christmas and had to set-
tled for a draw with scores level
— the first time in 119 years of
Test cricket.

In Harare, given full playing
time, the team would have had
the loxury of setting Zimbabwe
a large second innings target.
But nine-and-half-hours play
was lost altogether and so
Zimbabwe .was let off the hook.

This was the first series
between  Zimbabwe and
England, the youngest and the
oldest of Test nations.

Before England continues its
- overseas tonr to New Zealand.-at
_-:the: end.of.the.week it.plays-two
50 overs A side internatiohals

against Zimbabwe, having lost
the first of the series of three in
Bulawayo by two wickets.

Atherton said after the aban-
doned maich that he
England fast bowler Dominic
Cork to join the squad in New
Zealand to beef np the attack,
having sorted out domestic

Olympic pin, trophies and a cash bonus. Hosted by the Ministry of Edncation, Culture and Sport, the
who excelled in international events.
Bruck, Vadim Alexev, Dan Xutler and Eytan
Paralympic athletes Isak Cohen, Ze’ev Bitar (swimming), Yitzhak Baranes smd Tami Carmeli
Doron Shaziri (shooting).

with his ceach Gar Stein

Orbach (swimming), Lydia Hatoel Zuckerman
¢ ¢ (bowls), N.

OUTSTANDING ATHLETE - The loudest cheers at last night’s ceremony in Tel Aviv for the outstanding sportspeople of 1996 went
to Olympic bronze medalist windsurfer Gal Friedman, seen here receiving
and Sport Moshe Peled. Friedman,

an award from Deputy Minister of Education, Culture

and fitness coach Omrit Yanilov, received a bronze
honored athletes
the other athletes honored were Yael Arad (judo), Gocha Chichiashvili (wrestling), Yoav
fencing), Dani Krisnov (track) and
ahman Wolf (track) and

{Sasit Uziely; Text Eeather Chait)

‘Clark promises
Manchester City
‘happy new year’

LONDON (Reuter) - New
Manchester Ciwwm
Clark said yes y from e

. tremendous suhl;dpﬂﬂ ted him

bottom of the Premier League.
only 11 days ago, promised {0 gIVE
City's long-suffering fans SO
thing to shout and smile about
the New Year.”
bottom in the First Division
being relegated Jast season bl;lt
Clack is tndeterred by the club’s
lems. .
pr‘?lbha.ve two aims.” said Clark.
“One to stabilize the club snd the
second to get it back in the
Premier Dmguec&ty is 2 club with
a great tradition and c€DOTMIOUS
tial. It needs a bit of belp.

“ looked at the crowd for the
last home game against Port
Vale. It was 30,000 plus and
there were also 5,000 tﬂ"fuﬁg
supporters at Barnsley. That's
so:?tpoof support that will enable
the club to go somewhere and I
hope to help Manchester City to
do just that.

ul's amazing, they’ve had a
rraumaric season after relesation
last }.ﬂ“- and the ream 1s C'I.Il'l'.cnﬂy
fourth bottom of the First Division
and ver 30000 tum up Ip's
absolutely fantastic and that's the
one of the things that Jractes me
to the club.” .

fi is noi A mew squnhon for
Clark. He repiaced Brian Clough
at Nottingham Forest when the
team was relcgared n 1993 and

‘took it straight back infa the op ;

oht E
ﬂ!-gih had no second thoughts aboun °
joining Manchester City,” said
Clai]

k T ..
«Jt was 2 very big disappomt-

ment for me o leave Forest Bu
when 1 got the call from City I
knew what 1 was gong to do. I,
have spoken 1o the chairman
Francis Lee several times and [ am |
quite excited by what 1 have!

“There’1l be money to spend and |
that’s obviously a big help,” he
said. I will be assessing the play- |
ing staff as quickly as possible.™ |

One immediate castalty was
former City captain and manager
Tony Book who was shown the
door, ending a 30-vear associmion'
with the club. Caretaker manager!
Phil Neal resicned on Sunday, |

Injury-ridden Canadiens €

MIAMI (Reuter) -~ Vincent
Damphousse scored both
Montreal goals and Jocelyn
Thibault made 29 saves as the
undermanned Canadiens edged
the Florida Panthers 2-1 to end a
seven-game  winless  streak
Sunday.

Damphousse™s power-play goal
35 seconds into the third period
was the game-winner for the
Canadiens, who played without
injured regulars Saku Koivu,
Stephane Quintal, Vladimir
Malakhov, Marc Burean, Shayne
Corson, Martin Rucinsky and
Valeri Bure.

*This was like a playoff game,”
said Canadiens coach Mario
Tremblay. “T dor’t think too many
people gave us much of a chance
tonight against the Panthers with
all of.m.ll.' inj“zies-" - i@

-—-The Cenadiens gamed-a 5-on-3
advantage ‘with 1:04 left in the
second period when Florida's
Martin Swaka was pepalized for
holding and teammare Ed
Jovanovski was sent off for

ike conduct.

Montreal was still up two men
when Mark Recchi passed from
the right faceoff circle to Brian
Savage at the side of the met

help from his defense, which gave
the Panthers few rebound opportu-
nities. Thibault had been m the
nets for all seven games during the
winless streak.

“This was the biggest win we've
had so far this season,” he said
“Tonight was a real confidence-
builder. I’ve never seen so many
tough injuries. We had to concen-
trate more  defensively and tight-
en up. I'm really surprised with
the way our young guys stepped
u r

p-
Scoti Mellanby scored the lone
goal for Florida, which had its
five-game home unbeaten streak
snapped. The Panthers are 4-6-3
since opening the season 16-3-6.
Avalanche 3, Stars 2
Christian Matte had his first
NHL goal and assist as Colorado
ended the. unbeaten road streak.of
Daflas- -ip- a- meeting of - Western
-Conference leaders. R
Uwe Krupp and Eric Lacroix
added goals for the Pacific
Division leaders. Colorado has the
best home-ice record (13-4-3).
Central pacesetter Dallas has
league’s best road record (12-5-1).
Mike Modano had his 15th goal
for the Stars, who came within a
game of matching the franchise

an assist for the Flyers, 11-0-2 in
their last 13 games. Rookie
Dainins Zubrus bad the Flyers'
other goal.

The victory moved Philadelphia
into a first-place tie with Florida in
the Aslantic Division.

Eric Lindros assisted om
Hawerchuk’s second-pericd goal
to extend his points streak to 13
games. He has nine goals and 12
assists in that span.

Tommy Albelin and Sandy
McCarthy scored for the Flames,
who are 1-4-1 in their last six con-
tests.

Blackhawks 4, Whalers 3

Alexei Zhammnov scored the
game-winning goal with 5:26
remaining as the Blackhawks
erupted for three third-period

goals.
- Geoff. Sanderson and - Nelson

Emerson scored in the second -

period to give the Whalers a 3-1
lead. But James Black and Chais
Chelios scored goals 89 seconds
apart to tie it for the Blackhawks.

Jeff Hackett made 24 saves for
the Blackhawks, who ended a six-
game winless streak.

Blues 4, Bruins 2

Jim Campbell scored twice and

had an assist and Grant Fuhr

dge Pan

-

thers, 2-1 |

Colorado’s Christian Matte scores a goal against Dallas goalie Arturs Irbe.

problems in England. Savage flicked the puck in front road umbeaten streak of eight. Bill  stopped 32 shots.
. Concerning bis own poor form  and Damphousse scored from the Huard got the other goal for the Defenseman Ricard Persson had Canuncks-Sharks (postponed) Northwest. No makeup date was NHL SCORING LEADERS
in Zimbabwe, be said, “I have low slot, beating goaltender Mark  Stars. a power-play goal and an assist for The scheduled game between announced. GP G A PTSPM
had worse spells than this and Fitzgerald to the stick side. Colorado’s Rene Corbettook the  the Blues, who won despite being  the San Jose Sharks and the host It was the second NHL game Jagr, i 37 33 23 56 34
expect to come ont of it soon.™ “It came when we really needed puck from defensemen Grant ouishot 34-17. St. Louis improved Canucks was postponed due t0 a  “to be postponed this hockey sea- LoMiew Pt 38 25 31 56 26
it,” Damphousse said. “We had 2 Ledyard behind the Dallas netand  to 2-1-1 ints last for'games and  blizzard in  the Pacific son. Soav YR % 1c 3 2 8
(G vogand frst Inings 158 minute left on the 5-on-3 coming  fed Lacroix in front. Artws Ibe is 2-3-1  since Jimmy Robers Sekic,Col 37 15 34 48 18
Zimbabwe first innings 215 into the thivd period and we dis- stopped Lacroix, but Marte gotthe  took over as head coach for the GONFERENCE Selarne,Ane 36 18 26 45 14
(G.Fiower 73; 5.Gough 4-40) cussed where I would be. I was  rebound and flipped it inat10:37 fired Mike Keenan. Atiantic Division Centrai Division g0l 31 12 31 43 2
Englan second inn high in the siot, they couldn’t get  of the first period. Jon Robloff scomd Lis st w0 po o W L IPSGEGA o W L TPsoran Laesrt, ¥ 1234
ummcﬂammr:'m 3o  me out of there, and they created a Flyers_4,Flamsz_ goalsofthgseasqnfor_ﬂ:eBruins, Florida 20 9 9 49 13 89 Detott 20 11 & fé }22 % LW-PHD 38 24 17 41 32
Lot coampoell b Sheak 1 shot for me. John LeClair scored twice and who are winless in theirlast three NewJersey 20 12 3 43 85 84 Stlows 17 20 Z 38 111 129 s'm""a"a'm"a 28 19 2 &1 58
N Hussain ¢ Houghton b Strang 5 *For us, this was like a playoff Ron Hextall made 26savestobelp games (0-2-1). m ;g }3 g g 1396 }g Phoentx }g }; § 3% 100 117 Sanderson, Har 3§ 23 ?{15 3"3 ﬁ-‘
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DEADLINES ofiices: 5
Jerusalern - weekdays: 12 noon the day
befora publication; for Friday 4 p.m. oryt

Tal Aviv and Halfa - weekdays: 12
nocn, 2 days before ; for Fricay
and Sunday: 4 p.m. Thursday in Tel Aviv
and 12 noon Thursday in Haifa,

For tetephone enquiri
026315824. quiries please call

General
WHERE TQ STAY

JERUSALEM LODGES LTD.
Shent and lerm rentals,
Bed and o

PO, Box 4233, Jerusalam 91044,
Tal. 02-5811745, Fax: 02-551%41.

____Outside Israel
TIME-SHARE

PARADISE MOMBASSA HOTE
Kenya, Brand new, super kexurious_ on u%
'7’52“"' casmo, 93 years. Tel. 052-948-

DWELLINGS :

Jerusalem Area

HOLIDAY RENTALS

HOLIDAY FURNISHED APARTMENTS
and rooms for short periods. throughout
Jerusalem, low prices. Sheal Informa-
tion service for flats and rooms. 21 KI?
George St., Jerusalem,. Tel. 02-825-
6919, 02-625-7205.

SALES

GERMAN COLONY, 2, central, 20
sq.m. basement, gardan, underground

Erking. Immediate. "ISRABUILD" Tel

RAMAT AVI¥Y QIMMEL, 2 fully fur-
nished, air concitioned. / Azomai Chen, 4 +
ba'iuunl.Nunl'umhhad. YAEL REALTOR
[MALDAN). Tel. 03-642-6253.
DWELLINGS
Sharon Area
RENTALS
HERZLIYA PITUAH, FURNISHED

house, 4 bedrooms, basement, en,
excellent location. ILTAM REAL ES-
TATE. Tel 0-58-611.

HERZLIYA PITUAH, 5 bedroom col-
tage, furnished/unjumished long lease
MORAN REAL ESTATE. Tel. 09-957-

GERMAN GOLONY, 3, quiet oantal
new bu ; ng, balconies. Imme-
e RABOT D T 5 aeaes,

gnﬁﬁ‘T ngPPanTu:zKlTnv, WELFSON'
s 01, view of Knesset, sto s
rkin .15495.000. ISRABUILD, Ta{egg-

WHERE TO STAY

LI;IE JERLLS:#’EM mli'“a:n! m Cen-
~ Doubl large 1ogms - piv.
bathroom, TV-Tal - quality furni Tel
02-525-2757. . .

Tel Aviv
RENTALS

SALES
HERZILYA PITUAH, NEW house,
across from sea + possiifity for poal +
ggssemem. Tel. 09-955-2692, 050-231-

RAMOT HASHAVIM, NEW cofiage,
beautiful. 350 sq.m., on 1,100 sq.m. plat,

immediate. Tel. Ron 03-540-2632, 052-
© 734155,

" SITUATIONS VACANT
General

GENERAL

DANISH SPEAKERS WANTED (wom-
% High salary! Gall Malans at 03-

Herzliya Municipality

§ 'Herzliya Comprehensive High School
is in urgent need of an
English Teacher g

for Grades Yod, Yod-Alsf, Yod-Bet (preparation for bagrut)
Cel. 09-956-7587, 09-954-2568; Fax. 09-955-3423)

™\

TS T

SITUATIONS VACANT

Tel Aviv

SITUATIONS VACANT

Tel Aviv

HOUSEHOLD HELP

OFFICE STAFF

IMMEDIATE JOBS AVAILABLE,
friendliest families, best conditions, the
with a heart for the Au Palrs. Call

iima Tel. 03-0659937.

The biggest an?l ouesll b ml el

ency in Isra
For the highest liveulnaj%ba phone Au
Pair Imemnational. Tel. 03-619-0423.

FOR COMPUTER NETWORK secre-
tary/typist (28+/-), for administrative/s
Esh/Hebrew. With inltiative. Tel. 03-

Jerusalem
UNRESTRICTED

GOOD CONDITIONS, HIGH salary,
for Bve-infout, for 1 girl. Tel 03-550-9537

WARM FAMILY SEEKS South Alrican

Ay Pair, Iive-in, central Tel Aviv, $750 +
200 NIS bonus. Tel. 03-620-
1195, 052

ARIE PALOGE - QUAL!TY CARS:
A rading.

SELLING7BUYING?"INSTANT u
Any car. Huge . CAsH
Bennett. Tel 02-993-1493, 18715,

'

Position inciudes:

advantagecus

System Engineer,
BSEE or equivalent

to work full time in Semiconductor
Fabrication facility in Israel.

® installation, acceptance, maintenance
repalr and customer training of opticaf
metrology system.
@ Experience in Electronics or
Mechanical engineering would be
adwvs ut not essential.
® Willing to spend time in
_ 5-8 months for training. .
@ Good communication skills required. :
interested candidates m i
their resume to: =Y forward

Bio-Rad Israel,

P.O, Box 5044
Rishon Le Zion 75150
or by fax on 03-9617582

USA or UK for

Iowa crushes Texas
Tech in Alamo Bowl

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Sedrick
Sbawrushedihrmyardsand
upstaged Texas Tech’s Byron
Hanspard as No. 21 Yowa shat
OI_ltlheRedRaidﬂ-sﬂ-BSmday

a

_The Hawkeyes have [
eight of the nafion's top 20 1.
ers this season, and only
Northwestern’s Darnell Autry
managed to reach hig season

“The B
Hawkeyes (9-3) finiched
their ing of the Red

" ran by Rodney ¥
with 2:09 Jeft, capping a 99-yarg

It was the first shutout of
Texas Tech since a 31-0 lossgo
Arxkansas in 1987,
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SOLUTIONS
|4 PP ..

. SRS
ARIOIEBIA M TIE T HIEIRIE]

1
suza, 10 Cyels, 11 Cane, 12
13:Pxy, 14 Abel, 28 Cake, 15 Day,
Duvotea, Trump,

11 Doox, 24

'IToEEIRA R

- FEIATREAINITIEIL (L IABPIOTLTES
" CEECIRC NS
ICIHIEISITINIONT |

. IRETRY] i i
FIRIAIGIMIEINITIAIRIY!

D]

E . -

. :
NANEE JEREEREET.CCO
N B A B RA By

DOWN
1 Collect (8)
2 Sea(b)
3 Whirlpool (4)
5 Amulet (8)
8 Artist (7)
7 Undergo (6)
13 Sturdy (8)
15 Calendar (D
17 Discernment (6)

- 18 Precise (5)
19 Indifference (6)

22 Fat (6)

23 Formerly (4)

Krayot arex Duganya, 19 Bussel, Kiyat
Halm, 8414737,
Clal Phasm, Bek Merkazim, 6

Pihgah, S Bar Bt A0 G b a®

Narareth: Clal Pharm, Lev Hatr
mlmmq:uma.m.bmpm

DUTY HOSPTALS
wwwmm—
, M}m&mm

Pediatric Hospital (padiatrics); Tel Aviv

Macical Center surgeryl.

Netarvya: Lan

POLICE 100

FIRE 102

FIRST AID . "m

in dial 11 o 911
in most parts of the counhry, In

dial 11 (Hebrew} or 811
Inmostﬁrbdﬂ'lsmrgy.ln

ial 101 -4 4]
in most paris ufmlf:.gmcuml el In

Kear Seve® 8007222
Nahsriya* 9512333
Polzh Thee' 831111
Rahovor 951332

mmmmlm fin Engsh 177-
Tha National Poison Comol Center at
for o nfpolgnig. 2
cose

Eran — ; Fit Ald. 1201, alsor
Jarusslam 551-0?&_;1;1;# Aviv 546—;‘!,1;
&amm&mm
A110, Karmiel 888-8770, Kiar Sava 767-
8514111 w—s‘&gﬂ i g?.
n , D7-
asr-amaoa-zs-oaoi(?b&%
544-81 Wemq' 825

9558, H;'il Bﬂ-ﬂﬂ{m Ellat €33-1877.

Clouds @Muftalland Falls 11 am., 1,
3, 5, 7:45, 10 » Under Westorn

11 am,, 3, 7:45 « Two Much 1,5, 10
GAT The Mivor Two Faces 2:15.

Has
4:45,  7:15, 9:45 GORDON
Sense and Seasibllity 5, 730, 10
G.G. HOD 1-4 = 5226226 Hod

Passage 101 Dizengotf St
0, 7:1

4:3 5, 10 % The Elghth 5,
7:30, 10 * nhear! 5, 7-30_ 10 %
Giimmer Man 5_7:30, 10 LEV The

Truth About Cats and 7M:15
am., 1:15, 3, 7:45, 10 % La
11 &m., 1, 3, §, 7:45, 10 & Antonla’s
5730 s"'afm’ig"‘éfmq T 3
) A, 3,
&, 7:80, 10 % Tra ng 1:15, 5:30,
W B PEER Darllgyht §. 7:30,
10 % Sleapers 4:30, 7-15, 10 + Eddle
4:30, 7:15, 10 % Eddie 5, 7:30, 10 &
e G A g
CHEN = 5282288 Di
Long Kiss Gondné?ht. t Man
Stlndlnglaound 7:30, 945 +
I ndence I:!a'&vl 11:30 am., 7. 9:45
* da & % Kingpin 11:30 am.,
2230, 5. 7:30, 8:45 k Jingle Al the
m 11:30 a.m,, 2:30, 5, 7:30, 9:45
R 1;5 = 510:2??4 Houss

s i 1

Grﬂl.PBasqulallEmma.Tmng; T:

Do In Denvnr'5,?:30.9:45*L%m
v 445, 7:15, G.G. TEL

= 5281181 B85 Pinsker SL ht 5,
7:30, 10 *Shepleu 4:30.%:75%0 +*
< Man 5, 7:30 TEL AVIV

eriasting Joy &, 8, 10

CINEMA CAFE AMAM) = 5205755

s:gr'.‘,“"mﬁ::.;’ &1 ArZMON
4:30, 7, 9:

El‘lm u_ 0 =30 ‘I‘i1n

4

Hocke! Day 4115, 6:45,

15 CIN EhMcA:THI:E'QTUE We_ali
(4 othnmn

S0 BLOBECHY Seepecoftum

715, 10 #* Eddie®@Gimmer Man 4:45,

7-15 w Duylight 4:48, 7:15, 9:45 *

Dm%?nhun 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 MORI-
AHCAFE =8843654 PBreaking the
Waves 6:45, 9:30 ORLY _ = 8351868
Emma 7, 9115 PANORAMA
Slaeperg®A Tima to Ki 4515, 5245,

8130 % hth 4:30, 7,
anv-sﬂ'ffu ué'r?an'al.?a'ng I%-lﬂ

Ahout and 4:45, 7, @15
RAV-MOR 1-7 = 8416398 Lngg Kiss
Goodnight 230, 7, 81 *
Emmn.i’lw Truth About Cais and
4:45, 7, 5:15 % King

%04:\45.7.
Hadassal Medical = lagat %15 4 The Miror Has Faceg
_ Caricer Agsociation support service 02-824-

4:30, 7, 9:30 %" Lasl Man
#:15 % The Quest 5, 7, 9:15 ?ﬁ:!.l"g

Jingle All the “1,5 * Tha Mirror Has
Twoe Faces 4:45, 7:15, 5:45

BAT YAM

RAY CHEN Long Kiss Goodnigiht 5,

7:30, 9:45 * e Mirror Has Two

Faces 4:45, 715, 945 w
ight@Glimmer Man 5, 7:30, 9:45

* Sleepars 4, 7, 9:45 % Kingpin 5,

17‘_:30. 9:42 gjL;st Man Standing 545

(B-i.(i. GIL Eddie®Glimmer Man

L° m m" 51
7-30, 8:45 % Spitfire GrilléLast Man
Standing 7:30, 8:45 % The Mirror Has
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;::'Q'D;fu:gmmmrﬂas gFacas
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BATSHEVA TSUR

NEW DELHI

the sound of a 21-gun salute.
Trr(:sidem Ezer Weizman and his
wife Reuma drove into the vast
courtyard of the Ercs:denua]
palace in New Delhi yesterday
morming for their official welcome
to india .

It was done with pomp and cer-
emony and much warmth.

Outside the mammoth red a_nd
yellow sandstone palace. which
tas 370 rooms and slands on 330
acres, President Shankar Dayal
Sharma was waiting to greet him.
The president’s personal body-
guards - all six feet Eﬂ“.'SlkhS
wearing red and gold uniforms
with purple turbans — lined their
horses ncatly. while the guests sal
shaded by canopies on leather
chairs below which soft carpets
had been laid. .

A band of monkeys roamed wild
on the sprawling rooftop of the
palace. .

Prime Minister H. D. Deve
Gowda. dressed in the northem
indian white kurta with a brown
shawl, headed the list of cabinet min-
isters and other dignitaries on hand.

Across the gigantic courtyard,
the strains of the two countries’
national  anthems  wafied.
Walking down the red carpet,
Weizman inspected an honor
guard of army. navy and air force
officers, then turmned to shake
hands with the crowd invited to
meet him.

It was around 10 a.m. when the
presidential  motorcade  left
through the magnificent Moghul
Gardens with omate fountains and
drove down the hill to the Raj Path,
lined with Israeli and Indian flags.

The entire roule was cordoned
off and hundreds of thousands of
New Delhi residents caught in the
momning rush-hour waited patient-
Ty for the presidential entourage to
pass. After a brief stop at India
Gate - the memorial to 90,000
Indian soldiers who fell m World
War 1 - Weizman drove to
Gandhi's grave, Raj Ghat, over-
looking the holy Yamuna river.

In stockinged feei, the
Weizmans and their entourage
silently made their way to the
flower-hedecked grave. Weinonan
laid a simple white wreath to the
sound of devotional music.

But not all of the day was devot-
ed to ceremony. Following talks
between Weizman and Foreign

Minister 1. K. Gujral and, then,
with the prime minister, four
agreements for bilateral coopera-
tion weresigned. =~

“This is an historic wisiL,
Gowda said, as Israel's ambas-
sador Yehoyada Haim and Indian
ministers signed agreements for
technical, industrial, cultyml and
educational, and agricultural
cooperation. ]

“We appreciate the importance
of India, now more than ever..
Our countries have much to
share.” Weizman declared. .

Later, at a luncheon he hosted in
Weizman's honor, Gowda again
stressed the importance of
strengthening bilateral relations
and praised Israel’s technological
achievements.

Yesterday s talks reportedly cov-
ered a wide range of bilateral and
international issues. In the tech-
nology sphere. it was agreed that
india would send compurer-sci-
ence experts Io help cover the cur-
rent shortage in Israel.

During dist:u.ssiu:g::li on et(lile pﬁ:ce

s, Gujral is believed to have
mmwﬁﬂ India’s dissatisfac-
tion over the delays in concluding
a Hebron redeployment. .

Weizman also apparently ran
into hitches with regard to six
young Israelis held on drug
charges in India. The Indian prime
minister explained that, despite
India’s warm feelings toward
Israel, he was bound by law and
could not simply ask his president
to pardon the Istaelis. Any for-
eigner caught with more than 5

of marijuana is considered a
drug trafficker and receives a
mandatory 10 year sentence, he
explained.

~This is not an easy mater,”
Weizman said, later. “The young-
sters were in the wrong.”

But, on a personal note, it was
all smiles. *“This is a homecom-
ing” for the Israeli president, said
India’s protocol head, M.
Venkataramam. And, at the lvo-
cheon, the prime minister took
pains to wish Weizman a pleasant
return to Bangalore, where he was
a British Royal Air Force pilot
more than 50 years ago.

The media again gave prominent
coverage 10 the visit yesterday,
with The Pioneer, a leading paper,
heading its editorial: “Shalom, Mr.
President.”

day of his visit to New Delhi
Dayal Sharma.

tial palace and sat through the
to his botel to rest.

Weizman taken ill daring dinneér
PRESIDENT Ezer Weizman was taken suddenly Ili late iast
night during a state banquet bosted in his honor on the first

The president started vomiting and received immediate
attention from his personal physician, Prof Avi Rifkind. The 1
state banguet was stopped for aboat 10 minates. -

‘Weizmnan later returned to the banqguet table in the presiden-

by Indian President Shankar

end of the meal. He then went
Batsheva Tsur _
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President Ezer Weizman (left) shakes hands with Indian _
Sharma (center) looks on during a welcoming ceremony for Weizinan in New Delhi yesterday.

Prime Minister H. D. Deve Go

hankar Dayal
(Reuter)
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India may buy Israeli defense systems

INDIA is interested in purchasing defense sys-
tems from Istael. a source in President Ezer
Weizman's entourage revealed yesterday.

The negotiatons over the sale are at an
advanced stage, the source sald. noting that
India was a relatively untapped market for the
defense industry.

As defense tics between the two countries
grow closer, Israel is looking into the upgrad-
ing of India’s MiG-21 fighters. Israel Afrcraft
Industries head Moshe Keret, who was in
Russia Sunday, was due to fly 10 New Delhi

BATSHEVA TSUR The radar can be fitted onto patrol helicopters
NEW DELHI and can track up to 100 targets at a time,
according to the report. The proposal will be

yesterday to hold discussions on the deal,
together with other Israeli defense representa-
aves.

The Press Trust of India reported yesterday
the Indian navy is considering buying
advanced multi-mode maritime surveillance
radar from Israel, following the acquisition by
Pakistan of three P-3C Orion maritime surveil-
lance aircraft from the US.

;i:!i:edused during Weizm#f's visit, the report

The radar proposal comes close on the heels
of an Indian purchase of two Super Dvom
MKII patrol boats. The $10 million deal was
signed earlier this month in Tel Aviv.

Further sales of patrol boats will be discussed
during the weeklong presidential visit, an IAI
official said.

Bikur Holim doctor’s surgery
alleviates month-old Beduin
girl’s breathing problems

JUDY SIEGEL

A MONTH-OLD Beduin baby
girl bom with a bone in her sinus-
es that prevented her from breath-
ing every time she nursed was suc-
cessfully treated by endoscopic
surgery at Jerusalem’s Bikur
Holim Hospital yesterday.

Her mother, Fatma Kavua of Tel
Arad in the south gave birth ar a
different hospital. However, the
baby was transferred to Bikur
Holim because Dr. Elimech
Deutsch, head of the ear-nose-
and-throat department, nms the
cotmtry’s only unit that performs
such “key-hole™ surgery on new-
borns for otolaryngology disor-
ders.

Dr. Ya'acov Armon, acting head
of the hospital s neonatal iniensive
care unit, explained that babies up

1o the age of several weeks are
unable to breathe through their
tnouth. If the nasal passages are
completely blocked, it’s impossi-
ble for the baby to nurse. A feed-
ing twbe was inserted down the
throat of the 2.6-kilo baby, but this
could not be a long-term solution,

In the operating room, Deursch
inserted an endoscope through one
of her nostrils, which has a tiny
optic fiber that transmits video
photographs to a screen that the
sureeon  waitches. When he
reached the bone blocking her air
passages, he fractured it, creating
a new passageway for normal
breathing. Half an hour after the
surgery began, the baby was
breathing easily and did not need a
respirator.

NEWS IN BRIEF
I —

Dimona textile workers occupy plant

Dimona Mayor Gabi Laloush and a representative of the receivers
of the closed Dimona Textiles plant yesterday held negotiations
with laid-off workers who-had occupied the factory. The workers
were protesting that a compensation package has yet to be worked
out, more than six months after the plant closed. . Itim

Ashkelon man drowns

A T0-year-old Ashkelon man drowned off bne of the town’s beaches
yesterday morning. A young man who tried 1o save him also got
mnto trouble. but was pulied from the water by others. Itim

Body on beach not murder victim

The body of 2 man in bis 40s discovered on a Herzliya beach on
Saturday night was not that of 2 murder victim, the Abu Kabir
Forensics Institute ir determined yesierday. An autopsy discovered
the man had drowned. Itim

Bias alleged in State religious schools

The High Court of Justice yesterday gave the Petah Tikva State
Religious schools 30 days 1o justify a policy which effectively
segregates Seplardim and Ashkenazim, The schools set up two
differentmks.aTorahuackandascienceuad:,bmdefactoonlx
Sephardim and new immigrants were put in the science track. The
petition was filed by MK Ran Cohen {Meretz) and two parents whose

daughter was denied entry into the Torah track. Evelyn Gordon

Study finds selenium helps prevent cancer

SELENIUM, which is found in vegetables and
other foods. has been discovered by US
researchers to offer proteciion against several
types of cancer.

The study by Dr. Larry Clark of the Arizona
Cancer Center in Tucson is published in the lar-
est issue of the Jowrnal! of the American
Medical Association. It confirmed previows
findings of low selenium levels in the biood of

JUDY SIEGEL
thousands of Chinese cancer patients.

In a study of 1,300 people who took a daily
supplernent of selenium in “primary yeast™
form. the overall cancer risk was cut by neacly
40 percent. They had 46% less lung cancer,
58% less colon and rectal cancer, and 63% less
prostate cancer. In addition, when they did get

cancer, they were 50% more likely to survive it
than those who had not taken selenium.

Prof. Samario Chaitchik, head of the oncolo-
gy institute at Tel Aviv’s Ichilov Hospital, said
previous studies showed that people living in
areas where selenium was missing from the
soil and whose diet lacked that mineral had
considerably bigher cancer risks than those
with selenium in their diet.
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Winning cards

IN yesterday’s Chance drawing,
the winning cards were the 9 of
spades, the 8 of hearts. the 9 of
diamends and the jack of clubs.

Cleared Ganot
could take a top
police iob
RAINE MARCUS

CMDR. Ya'acav Ganot, the north-
em district police chief who was
suspended on charges of bribery,
is expected io become the national
police operations chief, now that
he has been acguined.

Ganot was cicared of charzes of
taking bribes, fraud and breach of
trust, and a subsequent appeal by
the state to the Supreme Conr
against his acquiticl was also
tejected Sunday. giving Gunot a
clean bill of heaith.

Sources szid Ganot could expect
to be appointed shorly. replacing

. Danny Brinker. who will
become the southern diswrict chief.

Ganot took volunizry leave from
the force in Juls (994, pending an
investigation against him. It was
alleged thar his friend, building
conractor Subhl Tancs. renovated
his howe in reiem for favors.
Amoz Azani repluced him. Azani
now las been appoinied Prisons
Service Commissioner. replacing
Arye Bibi, who is expected to tun
to be mayor of Petah Tikva.

Ganot was charged with bribe-
taking, fraud and breach of tust.
In May 1996, Nazareth Distdct
Court cleared him of all six
charges. Tanos was aiso acquitted.

The District Attorney decided
appeal the acquittal, but that was
rejected on Sunday.

. Now g.‘:anot can officially serve
In a senior post on the force again,
although sources said his nzme had
been blacken=d because of the wial,

Ganot, who has not served in the
force since his voluntary suspen-
sion, apparently wants the presti-
gious National Gperations leader-
ship. Police sources said iy
appomiment would he bound 1o
annoy some senior officars. “wha
will go over the court verdicts
with a fine-tooth comb.”

Two police commanders are cyr-
rently without positions - Yaacov
Boz_‘ovsky. the president of the

Jpolicz appeals cowrt, and Yossi
Zecharia, who has just compieted
a course of study — and Interna)
Security_ Minister Avigdor
Kahalani has te: decide where 1o
place them.

Cmdr. Avi Cohen has become
the national intellizence chief. g
new position working in liaisor
with the Internal Sc::u:ity Minisery
and the national police headquar-
ters. Hezi Leder. the ovtgoing
police inteiligence chief, is wair.
ing for a new post.

TA chief rabbi:
Boycott Shabbat

violators

RABBI Haim David Halevy, th
. ; 1 . the
chief rabbj of tel .%viv-Jn.ﬁ".'::. ha:
ecommended  boveotting busi.
nesses that open on Shzbbat.
Halevy said he fad used the
boycou tactic when he had previ
ously served as chief rabbi o
Rishon Lezjon,
TSl-hmgei Altalef. the head of the
&l Aviv-Jaffa Religious Council
za'd Halevy s suggestion would be
fought before the council's
bat commitree for discussion
and then the council leadershi
would make a decigion on the mat-
ter, (Itim)
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